State of Oklahoma

Commission for Rehabilitation Services
Department of Rehabilitation Services

3535 NW 58th Street, Suite 200

Oklahoma City, OK 73112

Regular Meeting Minutes
March 14, 2016
PRESENT
Lynda Collins, Commission Chair

Steve Shelton, Commission Vice-Chair
Jack Tucker, Commission Member

Carol A. Brown, Commission Assistant

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 am by Commission Chair Collins.  All the Commissioners were present.
REPORTS
INTERIM DIRECTOR 

Commissioner Collins recognized Noel Tyler, Interim Director. 


The Director’s report included the following activities. 
· The Formal announcement of Brian Nickles as Interim Disability Determination Division Administrator and Larry Hawkins as Interim Oklahoma School for the Blind Superintendent was made;
· Visit to the Oklahoma School for the Blind;
· OSD Assembly;
· Quality Outcomes Meeting with VS and VR Program Managers;
· Oklahoma Rehabilitation Council Executive Meeting;
· Workforce System Agency Partners Meeting;
· The Executive Team conducted its first meeting with new leadership; and
· Update on the Oklahoma School for the Blind Superintendent’s position.

The Interim Director expressed her gratitude to the Commission for giving her the opportunity to serve as Interim Director.
FINANCIAL STATUS 

Commissioner Collins recognized Kevin Statham, Chief Financial Officer.
The Agency summary financial status report for FY16 as of January 31, 2016 was given and there was no discussion. 
PERSONNEL ACTIVITY 
Commissioner Collins recognized Goli Dunkle, Management Services Administrator.
Discussion

Commissioner Shelton asked if only positions with direct client services are being processed.  Ms. Dunkle replied yes.
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION DIVISION

Commissioner Collins recognized Mark Kinnison, Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Administrator.


The Administrator asked if there were any questions regarding the report he had submitted.  This report included:
· All employees were encouraged to attend Disability Awareness Day.
· Plans are being made for summer programs, including joint work with the Oklahoma School for the Deaf.

· The Program Manager of the Oklahoma Rehabilitation Council (ORC) was commended for continued partnership in outreach services for business 
Discussion
· Commissioner Tucker said he understands the focus and goals on quality jobs, yet wanted to know if we are focusing on the client’s future advancements; i.e. career ladder.  The Administrator agreed with the Commissioner and is currently working on a plan to provide this service.  

· Commissioner Tucker asked about working with the Oklahoma School for the Deaf students in securing summer jobs.  The Administrator said the goal is to get the students jobs during the summer, yet to date a plan has not been developed.
VISUAL SERVICES DIVISION

Commissioner Collins recognized Greg DeMartra, reporting for Doug Boone, Visual Services (VS) Administrator.

This report included:

· Visual Services has proposed collaborations with New View for Transition Services.

· Retiring before summer are two key positions.  The VS Special Projects Coordinator and the Business Enterprise Operations (BEP) Coordinator.  Due to the budgetary restrictions Visual Services will not be able to fill the BEP Coordinator position.
· An employee was selected to serve in the capacity of Transition Facilitator.  This individual will work with staff to enable youth to be independent and competitive in the employment market.

At this time, new hires were introduced by their Program Managers
Discussion

· Commissioner Shelton asked if the BEP Coordinator’s position would fall under the category of direct client services.  Legal Counsel said it would not.  Commissioner Shelton asked who will be serving in this capacity and the VS Administrator will perform these duties.
· At this time, Commissioner Tucker said for several months he has been asking the VS Administrator to obtain summer jobs for OSB students.  Commissioner Tucker further stated he has not seen any action on this request, and feels it is an important task.  Commissioners Tucker and Shelton discussed this being a partnership with the OSB Superintendent and Visual Services.

· Commissioner Collins had an ethnical concern with the Administrator’s Report indicating staff being rewarded with monetary rewards.  The Commissioner felt it could compromise the national Rehabilitation Counselor certification in terms of ethical behavior.  Commissioner Collins asked the Interim Director to sit with the VS Administrator and ensure we are not putting counselors in a situation where they could lose their certification due to ethical misconduct and make sure the client’s choices are not being compromised.  The Commissioners agreed to have the Interim Director review this further.  
LEGISLATIVE

Commissioner Collins recognized Kevin Nelson, DRS Legislative Liaison.


The State Equalization Board certified a budget deficit of $1.1 billion, $1.3 billion after one time funds are removed from last year’s budget.  The Office of Management and Enterprise Services (OMES) said there will be an additional 4% revenue failure this fiscal year on top of the current 3%.

EXECUTIVE ORDER 2016-01

Commissioner Collins acknowledged Rick Olderbak, AAG, Legal Counsel.


In compliance with this Executive Order and Section 304 of Title 25 of the Oklahoma Statutes, the Commission Website has been updated to include contact information for the Commissioners; i.e., phone numbers and Email addresses.  
ACTION ITEMS
Review and discussion with possible vote to approve the February 8, 2016 Commission for Rehabilitation Services Regular Meeting Minutes

Motion to approve the Minutes as submitted was made by Commissioner Tucker.

Motion Seconded by Commissioner Shelton.

Voting aye:  Commissioner Collins, Commissioner Shelton and 


Commissioner Tucker.


Motion passed.

Review and discussion with possible vote to approve the February 12, 2016 Commission for Rehabilitation Services Special Meeting Minutes

Motion to approve the Minutes as submitted was made by Commissioner Tucker.


Motion Seconded by Commissioner Shelton.


Voting aye:  Commissioner Collins, Commissioner Shelton and 


Commissioner Tucker.


Motion passed.

Review and discussion with possible vote for approval of proposed External Policy 


Commissioner Collins recognized Sandra Wright, PDPS, Administrator. 


Ms. Wright noted there was one change in 612:10-7-24.1.  It is the additional requirements for diabetes management, requested by Commissioner Collins.


The Proposed External Policy Changes were submitted for approval.

After no further discussion, Commission Chair asked for a vote.
Motion to approve the proposed external policies as submitted was made by Commissioner Tucker.


Motion Seconded by Commissioner Shelton.


Voting aye:  Commissioner Tucker, Commissioner Shelton and 


Commissioner Collins.


Motion passed.
Discussion

Commissioner Collins said it may be time to get back to basics or go through policy with field staff.  Commissioner Shelton agreed and recommended the Interim Director have a proposal written up and put on the agenda in the near future.
Review and discussion with possible vote for approval of renewal of a twenty-year easement lease with OG&E for OSD .

Commissioner Collins recognized Rick Olderbak, AAG, Legal Counsel.

Counsel said OMES contacted the Agency about the renewal of an underground utility easement underneath the property of OSD.  Counsel said he is asking for a vote on approval of the Agency, DRS, to communicate with OMES to approve going forward with a lease with OG & E.
Motion to approve the renewal of the lease as submitted was made by Commissioner Tucker.

Motion Seconded by Commissioner Shelton.

Voting aye:  Commissioner Tucker, Commissioner Shelton 



and Commissioner Collins.


Motion passed.
Oklahoma School for the Deaf


Commissioner Collins recognized KaAnn Varner, OSD Superintendent.
The donation reports for January and February 2016 were given.
Motion to approve the January, 2016 and February, 2016 donations as submitted were made by Commissioner Tucker.

Motion Seconded by Commissioner Shelton.
Voting aye:  Commissioner Tucker, Commissioner Shelton and Commissioner Collins.


Motion passed.
OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 

Commissioner Collins recognized Larry Hawkins, Interim OSB Superintendent.

The donation reports for January and February, 2016 were given.
Motion to approve the January and February, 2016 donations as submitted were made by Commissioner Shelton.

Motion Seconded by Commissioner Tucker.
Voting aye:  Commissioner Tucker, Commissioner Shelton and Commissioner Collins.


Motion passed.
Announcements

Date and location of next regular meeting of the Commission for Rehabilitation 
Services:



Monday, April 11, 2016 at 10:30 am


Department of Rehabilitation Services



3535 NW 58th Street, Suite 200



Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73112

Adjournment


Meeting was declared adjourned by Commission Chair Collins, at 12:05 pm.
