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	Agency Priority:
	1

	Division Priority:
	1

	Program Description:
	Divisions of Vocational Rehabilitation and Visual Services

	Requested FTE:
	0.0

	State Appropriations:
	$2,773,393

	Funding Description:
	Funding Request for State Appropriations

	Purpose:
	This request is to restore funding to fully match all federal funds available



Increased funding maximizes services to Oklahomans with disabilities, enhancing their opportunity to become self-sufficient through employment and becoming independent in their homes and communities.  This means more Oklahomans can terminate their dependence on state and federal programs and move towards becoming taxpayers. This funding increase will positively impact the stability of the Oklahoma economy.  The ratio of funding available is $4 federal dollars to every $1 dollar of state matching funds.  Funding this request will allow DRS to fully match all of the federal funds available to the State of Oklahoma and keeps DRS on target to put over 2,200 Oklahoman’s with disabilities to work each year.  The SFY-2018 appropriation increase requested is $2,773,393.  This would restore the ability to match the available federal funds and meet the maintenance of effort.  Approximately $10.2 million dollars were forfeited as a result of the 2016 revenue failures and the 2017 appropriation reduction.  Not providing this funding would cause the State of Oklahoma to forfeit additional federal funds from the 2018 grant and severely reduce the services available to disabled Oklahomans that want to return to work.
DRS continues to work with other state agencies to coordinate services to common participants and to improve efficiencies. The Agency is an active participant in the Oklahoma Workforce System as well as the Governor's Council on Workforce. The goal of the partnerships is to better prepare individuals with disabilities to meet the needs of employers.  Administratively, DRS is continuing to work towards improving efficiencies by participating in the IT consolidation efforts with OMES and active participation in the DISCUSS workgroup for the Health and Human Services Cabinet.  This funding would allow for the expansion of services to better reach underserved populations.


	Agency Priority:
	1

	Division Priority:
	1

	Program Description:
	Oklahoma School for the Blind

	Requested FTE:
	0.0

	State Appropriations:
	$759,513

	Funding Description:
	Funding Request for State Appropriations

	Purpose:
	This request is to restore funding and allow for economic adjustments



The Oklahoma School for the Blind in Muskogee provides effective education options for children with all levels of blindness or visual impairments. OSB serves as a complement to the spectrum of services provided as common education for the State of Oklahoma. Communication and literacy are the two most crucial components for learning. OSB is able to tailor the education to the needs of the student. Students learn to be literate through braille and experience different levels of communication technology that establish a strong foundation for a lifetime of learning. OSB is 100% state appropriated.  They do not receive funding from local ad valorem taxes or the State Department of Education funding formula. The School for the Blind has not had an appropriation increase since SFY-2010 and mandated teacher increases have not been funded since SFY-2009. The teacher's salary and retirement increases have been absorbed by the operating budget and through attrition for the last seven years. Additionally, OSB was reduced disproportionately to the rest of Oklahoma’s educational system during SFY-16 and SFY‑17.  Operating budgets have been shifted as necessary to provide a safe and healthy learning environment. Restoration of funding lost during SFY-16 and SFY-17 to levels commensurate with other public schools is imperative.  An adjustment based on the Consumer Price Index would restore funding and allow for economic adjustments to the school's funding.
As a residential facility, OSB has added budgetary challenges in regards to the rising cost of food, fuel and utilities. The Oklahoma Constitution mandates that the State provide for and support the School for the Blind.  The Bureau of Labor shows that the Consumer Price Index has risen 14.5% since 2009. Between 2015 and 2016 the CPI jumped 1.0%. DRS has chosen to use the CPI as a reasonable and unbiased metric for economic growth.  A maintenance appropriation adjustment based on this most recent increase would be approximately $67,000 for the School for the Blind.  Due to disproportionate reductions, the request for SFY-2018 is larger than previous requests, but is necessary to restore educational funding lost in the previous two years.  The SFY-2018 request for OSB is $759,513.  This would restore funding and allow for economic adjustments to the school's funding that are not otherwise available.

	Agency Priority:
	1

	Division Priority:
	1

	Program Description:
	Oklahoma School for the Deaf

	Requested FTE:
	0.0

	State Appropriations:
	$934,409

	Funding Description:
	Funding Request for State Appropriations

	Purpose:
	This request is to restore funding and allow for economic adjustments



The Oklahoma School for the Deaf in Sulphur provides effective education options for children with all levels of deaf or hard of hearing impairments.  OSD serves as a complement to the spectrum of services provided as common education for the State of Oklahoma. Communication and literacy are the two most crucial components for learning. OSD is able to tailor the education to the needs of the student. Students learn and communicate using sign language and experience different levels of communication technology that establish a strong foundation for a lifetime of learning. OSD is 100% state appropriated. They do not receive funding from local ad valorem taxes or the State Department of Education funding formula. The School for the Deaf has not had an appropriation increase since SFY-2010 and mandated teacher increases have not been funded since SFY-2009.  The teacher's salary and retirement increases have been absorbed by the operating budget and through attrition for the last seven years. Additionally, OSD was reduced disproportionately to the rest of Oklahoma’s educational system during SFY-16 and SFY-17. Operating budgets have been shifted as necessary to provide a safe and healthy learning environment. Restoration of funding lost during SFY-16 and SFY-17 to levels commensurate with other public schools is imperative.  An adjustment based on the Consumer Price Index would restore funding and allow for economic adjustments to the school's funding.
As a residential facility, OSD has added budgetary challenges in regards to the rising cost of food, fuel and utilities. The Oklahoma Constitution mandates that the State provide for and support the School for the Deaf.  The Bureau of Labor shows that the Consumer Price Index has risen 14.5% since 2009. Between 2015 and 2016 the CPI jumped 1.0%. DRS has chosen to use the CPI as a reasonable and unbiased metric for economic growth.  A maintenance appropriation adjustment based on this most recent increase would be approximately $82,000 for the School for the Deaf.  Due to disproportionate reductions, the request for SFY-2018 is larger than previous requests, but is necessary to restore educational funding lost in the previous two years.  The SFY-2018 request for OSD is $934,409.  This would restore funding and allow for economic adjustments to the school's funding that are not otherwise available.
