SILC report to DRS Commissioners:
SILC wrote the State Plan for FY2017-2019 and got it submitted to ACL with 2 hours to spare before the deadline.  There are 4 major areas we are focusing on:  Legislative Advocacy, Social Media, Youth, and Emergency Management.  Our budget is being gradually reduced.  The first year we will see a $20,000 reduction, then an additional $10,000 for year two, and another $10,000 for the third year.

SILC participated in the PWD Day at the Capitol, and was a sponsor for the Candidate Forum, the ACE (Agriculture Career-Pathways Experience) Youth Conference in Tulsa and Dining in the Dark.
Last July SILC sent a couple of Council member to the NCIL (National Council on Independent Living) conference in Washington, DC and elected not to participate this year.  We will also not be renewing our membership for the coming year.

The APIL (Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living) conference is in October and SILC will send several members to that.  The conference will be in Reno, NV.  We will also send several members to the SILC Congress conference in Phoenix in January.  

July 22, 2016 SILC held their election of officers, and the new officers for FY2017 are:

Vikki Walls – Chair

Perry Sanders – Vice Chair

Rachel Allen – Secretary

Elizabeth Reeve – At Large

Sandi Webster – At Large 

Jeanne Self – At Large

Due to changes in the budget, we have elected to hold at least every other quarterly meeting via teleconference.  That will save on travel costs and refreshments.  We are also changing our October meeting to mid-November.  

Our meeting dates for FY2017 are: (locations are yet to be determined)

November 18, 2016

January 27, 2017

April 28, 2017

July 28, 2017

September 29, 2017

SILC has elected to change our By Laws for membership and reduce the membership from 17 to 11 members through attrition.  We hope to have 2 youth appointed to the Council within the next year or two as well.  Only one member ‘terms out’ in September and 2 others will need to ‘renew’.  Noel Tyler serves as the Ex-Officio.
SILC Executive Director completes the WINGS training in August, and is looking for a similar platform of training for the SILC Council.

