February  legislative comments
Budget:  
Last month was the Senate performance review and budget hearings.  As I write this at the end of January, February 3rd is the House’s turn and we will get the Governor’s budget February 1st.  Since the senate hearing the state has instituted a revenue failure of 3% and there is talk of an additional failure pushing it up to 5%.  This likely means that the budget hole, currently a 900.8 million, will likely grow to over 1 billion.  
Legislation:
Jean and I are done with the initial review of the bills. The big topics this year are budget,  consolidation, oil and gas and earthquakes, and guns.   
As far as our current watch list bills, we have some bills that affect us.  The first is SB 1110, by Sen. Thompson, seeking to move the state use committee to DRS.  Many of the sheltered workshops that make up the state use vendors are very nervous about moving it.Second is SB 1541, by Sen. Griffin, that consolidates the Office of Disability Concerns into DRS, less the CAP program.  Third, is SB 1325, by Sen. Treat, that removes the prohibition on charter schools that compete with OSB and OSD.  Finally, there is HB 3023 by Rep. Hickman and Pfeiffer, that would remove our BEP priority to the capitol grounds.
We have our four request bill.  There are:
1. SB 1209-Make employee awards determinations by the Commission confidential. 
2. SB1399-Name change for Visual Services.
3. SB1361-Add alternate handicapped parking sign design in honor of the ADA 25th anniversary.
4.  SB 925-Reinforce that OSB and OSD are resources for deaf and blind students in Oklahoma and ensure that they are considered in the IEP process.  
Our next step will be sending them out the the departments to get their take.  This may add bills to our watch list.  We should have a complete list by next meeting and will likely ask you your opinion on bills affecting DRS at that time.
Session starts February 1st with the Governor’s state of the state and release of the Governor’s budget.  Let the fun begin.
