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Budget:  
No real news on the budget.  The Speaker announced that they intend to hold educations cuts to 5% this year.  The Senate has indicated that they are in the same ballpark.  Assuming this is the case, cuts to agencies will likely be around 14-17%, unless the legislature passes some revenue raising measures.  At this point, both the House and Senate are waiting until after election filing to decide what to do.  When next we talk, we should have a budget.  May god have mercy on our souls.


Legislation:
We have passed the deadline for floor action, and the deadline for reporting bills out of the committee is this week.  SB 1209, the commission awards bill, has passed out of Appropriations and is on its way to the floor.   SB 1541, by Sen. Griffin, that consolidates the Office of Disability Concerns into DRS, less the CAP program, has not been heard yet and is likely dead.  HB 3023 by Rep. Hickman and Pfeiffer, that would remove our BEP priority to the capitol grounds, passed out of Senate general government and is heading to the floor.  Finally, HB 1512, Rep. Kern’s deaf interpreter bill from last year, is still waiting on the Senate floor.  The parties are fairly close to an agreement and the bill may move soon.  Otherwise, our watch list is primarily bills on administrative rules or ABLE bills

The next deadline is  April 21st to report bills from the opposite body off the floor.  


WATCH LIST

	HB2254[image: Bill is on agenda][image: Bill is tracked on a shared list][image: Title has been stricken]
	Paraphrase: HB2254, by Rep. George Faught, R-Muskogee and Sen. Dan Newberry, R-Tulsa, amends to the Administrative Procedures Act. It modifies definition and changes the expiration date of emergency rules from September to July 15. It modifies the governor approves or disapproves rules. It allows the governor 45 calendar days from receipt of a rule to approve or disapprove it and directs him or her to notify the corresponding agency in writing of the approval; if disapproved, the governor must also notify the agency with reasons in writing for the disapproval. The bill requires the governor to notify the Speaker of the House and President Pro Tempore of the Senate as well. It adds that failure of the governor to approve a rule within the specified period shall constitute disapproval of the rule. The bill states that a transmission of a rule for legislative review on or before April 1 of each year will result in the approval of such rule by the Legislature if it is in regular session and it has failed to disapprove such rule before the last day of session unless such rule establishes or increases a fee or fees or is a rule by an agency, board of commission created by or receives its authority from Title 59 of the Oklahoma Statutes. It requires those agencies or rules imposing a fee increase or establishing a new fee to be approved by the Legislature by joint resolution but if the Legislature fails to approve the rule on or before the last day of the legislative session, the rule will be deemed disapproved. The bill allows the Office of the Secretary of State to promulgate rules to establish separate filing deadlines and review periods for finally adopted rules and to carry out the provisions of this bill. It also repeals statutory language related to the omnibus joint resolution for rule adoption procedure. (Amended by House, Committee Substitute) - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: 11/01/2016    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Faught, George (H); Newberry, Dan (S)
Status: S Committee - Do Pass as Amended   Status Date: 04/04/2016
Committee(1): S General Government (S)



	HB2821[image: Bill is active][image: Bill is tracked on a shared list]
	Paraphrase: HB2821, by Rep. Lee Denney, R-Cushing and Sen. Jim Halligan, R-Stillwater, creates the Achieving a Better Life Experience Program. It defines applicable terms. The bill provides that the program's co-trustees will be the Department of Human Services director, the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services director and the State Treasurer. The bill establishes the Achieving a Better Life Experience Program Committee to administer the program and establishes membership requirements. The bill establishes the duties and responsibilities of the committee. The bill establishes policies and procedures concerning Achieving a Better Life Experience accounts. - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: 11/01/2016    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Denney, Lee (H); Halligan, Jim (S)
Status: Second Reading - Referred to Senate Committee   Status Date: 03/21/2016
Committee(1): S Rules (S)
Committee(2): S Appropriations (S)



	HB3023[image: Bill is on agenda][image: Bill is tracked on a shared list]
	Paraphrase: HB3023, by Rep. Jeff Hickman, R-Fairview, Rep. John Pfeiffer, R-Mulhall, and Sen. Stephanie Bice, R-Oklahoma City, adds the State Capitol Building and grounds to the exemptions from the requirement that require state government entities give priority to vending facilities operated by licensed blind operators and established by the State Department of Rehabilitation Services. (Amended by House) - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: 11/01/2016    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Hickman, Jeff (H); Pfeiffer, John (H); Bice, Stephanie (S)
Status: S Committee - Do Pass   Status Date: 04/04/2016
Committee(1): S General Government (S)



	HJR1072[image: Bill is on agenda][image: Bill is tracked]
	Paraphrase: HJR1072, by Rep. George Faught, R-Muskogee, approves and disapproves certain administrative rules promulgated by state agencies. - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: / /    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Faught, George (H)
Status: Second Reading - Referred to House Committee   Status Date: 03/29/2016
Committee(1): H Administrative Rules (H)



	SB1005[image: Bill is active][image: Bill is tracked on a shared list]
	Paraphrase: SB1005, by Sen. Brian Crain, R-Tulsa and Rep. Jon Echols, R-Oklahoma City, creates the Oklahoma Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Savings Plan Act. The bill exempts account balances and distributions from savings accounts established under the Oklahoma Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Savings Plan Act from the calculation of resources for the purpose of the Statewide Temporary Assistance Responsibility System (STARS). The bill defines applicable terms. It requires the State Treasurer to establish and administer the Oklahoma ABLE Savings Plan and requires that the treasurer develop and implement the program in a manner consistent with this act and subject to Section 529A of the Internal Revenue Code through the adoption of guidelines and procedures; retain professional services, if necessary, including accountants, auditors, consultants and other experts; seek rulings and other guidance, if necessary, from the United States Department of the Treasury, the Internal Revenue Service and the Oklahoma Attorney General relating to the program; make changes to the program required for the participants in the program to obtain the federal income tax benefits or treatment provided by Section 529A of the Internal Revenue Code; interpret, in policies, guidelines and procedures, the provisions of the Oklahoma ABLE Savings Plan Act broadly in light of its purpose and objectives; develop a schedule of application fees and other necessary fees and charges in connection with any agreement, contract or transaction relating to the program that are sufficient to offset the administrative and staffing costs associated with the implementation and administration of this program; either select the financial institution or institutions to act as the depositories and managers of the program accounts or determine an alternative method for financial management as outlined in the act; and develop procedures to assist in the administration and implementation the program after reasonable notice to the public and a public hearing in a manner similar to requirements of the Administrative Procedures Act. The bill establishes requirements for a program manager. The bill establishes procedures for the operation and use of the accounts. The bill exempts account balances and distributions from savings accounts established under the act from levy and sale, garnishment, attachment or any other process that makes them unassignable. The provisions listed therein are subject to available funding by the Office of the State Treasurer. (Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Committee Substitute) - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: 01/01/2017    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Crain, Brian (S); Echols, Jon (H)
Status: H Committee - Committee Sub, Do Pass   Status Date: 03/30/2016
Committee(1): H Appropriations & Budget (H)



	SB1130[image: Bill is on agenda][image: Bill is tracked on a shared list]
	Paraphrase: SB1130, by Sen. Nathan Dahm, R-Broken Arrow and Rep. David Ralph Brumbaugh, R-Broken Arrow, modifies legislative intent relating to the Administrative Procedures Act. The bill requires state agencies to publish rules exempt from the Administrative Procedures Act on their respective websites. It requires each agency to conduct an internal review by December 31 of each year of its rules to determine whether each of its rules is current and is a rule as such term is defined by the Administrative Procedures Act. It requires that an agency must respond to request to review its rules to determine whether or not the rules in question should be amended, repealed or redrafted by Executive Order by the Governor or either house of the Legislature or both houses of the Legislature by resolution or small business within 30 calendar days of such request. It prohibits any agency from adopting any emergency rule which identical to or substantially similar to any rule that has been disapproved by the Legislature within the previous 24 months. The bill authorizes the Secretary of State to publish "The Oklahoma Register" on its website and be made available electronically. The bill requires each agency with rulemaking authority to make rules available on its website. The bill requires each rule review committee or designate standing committees established by the Speaker of the House of the Representatives and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate to have the power to conduct a continuous study of the existing rules of each agency under its jurisdiction to determine if such rules should be amended or repealed by the Legislature. It requires that if such rules are received by the Legislature by April 1, they will have until the last day of the regular legislative session of the next year to review said rules. It authorizes any such action to disapprove, approve, repeal or amend any rule to apply to any rule in whole in part. It authorizes the Legislature to take such action and provide further instructions to the agency that promulgated the rule. It authorizes an effective agency rule to be amended by the Legislature in a joint resolution if such resolution becomes law in accordance with Section 11 of Article VI of the Oklahoma Constitution after final adoption, filing and publication. It requires that joint resolutions introduced for purposes of amending a rule not be subject to regular legislative cutoff dates and be limited to such provisions as may be necessary for amendment of a rule and any such direction or mandate regarding the rule deemed necessary by the Legislature. It requires that the resolution contain no other provisions. It allows any promulgated rule proceeding to contest on the ground of noncompliance with the procedural requirements listed therein to be commenced at any time. It allows the Legislature to have an omnibus joint resolution prepared for consideration each session. The bill modifies the time in which a final agency order issued by an administrative head of an agency to be subject to rehearing, reopening or reconsideration to 30 days from the date of the entry of such order. (Amended by Senate, Committee Substitute) - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: 11/01/2016    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Dahm, Nathan (S); Brumbaugh, David Ralph (H)
Status: H Committee - Laid Over   Status Date: 03/22/2016
Committee(1): H Administrative Rules (H)



	SB1209[image: Bill is active][image: Bill is tracked on a shared list]
	Paraphrase: SB1209, by Sen. Kimberly David, R-Porter and Rep. Elise Hall, R-Oklahoma City, allows awards presented by the Commission for Rehabilitation Services to be presented at a formal or informal ceremony, banquet or reception, the cost of which may be expended from monies available in the department's operating funds. The bill requires discussion regarding the selection of the annual Commissioner's Award to be confidential. - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: 11/01/2016    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: David, Kimberly (S); Hall, Elise (H)
Status: H General Order   Status Date: 03/31/2016



	SB1236[image: Bill is active][image: Bill is tracked on a shared list]
	Paraphrase: SB1236, by Sen. Kay Floyd, D-Oklahoma City and Rep. George Faught, R-Muskogee, modifies definitions used in the Administrative Procedures Act. The bill states transmission of a rule for legislative review on or before April 1 of each year will result in the approval of such rule by the Legislature if the Legislature is in regular session and has failed to disapprove such rule before the last day of session after such rule has been submitted, unless the rule pertains to a fee increase. The bill prohibits any agency from enacting any rule unless approved by the legislature. The bill allows the Office of the Secretary of State to promulgate emergency rules to establish separate filing deadlines and review periods for finally adopted rules and to carry out the provisions of the act. (Amended by Senate, Stricken Title) - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: 11/01/2016    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Floyd, Kay (S); Faught, George (H)
Status: H General Order   Status Date: 03/30/2016



	SB1362[image: Bill is active][image: Bill is tracked on a shared list][image: Title has been stricken]
	Paraphrase: SB1362, by Sen. Corey Brooks, R-Washington, Sen. David Holt, R-Oklahoma City, and Rep. Mike Christian, R-Oklahoma City, clarifies language related to driver licenses. The bill defines applicable terms. The bill also establishes the requirements for REAL ID Compliant Driver Licenses and Identification Cards and REAL ID Non-Compliant Driver Licenses and Identification cards. The bill establishes a fee schedule for REAL ID Compliant Drivers Licenses. The bill requires that $10 from each REAL ID compliant license be deposited in the Department of Public Safety Revolving Fund. The bill removes language authorizing the Department of Public Safety and the Oklahoma Tax Commission to promulgate rules for the issuance of driver licenses and adds language that authorizes the Department of Public Safety to process applications for an issue all classes of driver licenses and identification cards in any county. It authorizes DPS to promulgate rules for the issuance and renewal of driver licenses and authorizes motor license agents to process applications and issue driver licenses and identification cards only as permitted by the DPS administrative rules. It provides that the department or motor license agent will collect $4 to be deducted from the total collected for the license card, which will be deposited in the Department of Public Safety Revolving Fund or used for the motor license agents operating expenses, respectively. The bill clarifies language related to the department's retention of images displayed on licenses. The bill prohibits a person from holding more than one state issued REAL ID compliant driver license or REAL ID compliant identification card, from Oklahoma or any other state. It prohibits the department from issuing a REAL ID compliant driver license to a person who has been previously issued a REAL ID compliant driver license or REAL ID compliant identification card until the license or identification card has been surrendered to the department by the applicant. It permits the department to promulgate rules to address the issue of replacement REAL ID compliant driver license or identification cards in the event of one being lost or stolen. The bill clarifies language related to mailing and residence addresses. The bill repeals language that prohibits Oklahoma's participation in REAL ID. The bill clarifies language related to printing "Interlock Required" on certain licenses. The bill repeals language concerning the ability to pick between motor license agents and agencies. The bill removes the number of licenses issued requirement for the Department of Public Safety to issue a camera and associated equipment for the purpose of issuing a driver license or identification card. The bill requires the motor license agent be responsible for the cost of the camera, associated equipment and its maintenance. The bill provides that the issuance of cameras and associated equipment will be determined by the department based on population and geographic location when availability is limited. The bill increases the cost of certain drivers' licenses and provides for the apportionment of the funds. (Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Committee Substitute) - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: / /    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Brooks, Corey (S); Holt, David (S); Christian, Mike (H)
Status: H Committee - Laid Over   Status Date: 03/31/2016
Committee(1): H Appropriations & Budget, Public Safety (H)



	SB1541[image: Bill is active][image: Bill is tracked on a shared list][image: Title has been stricken]
	Paraphrase: SB1541, by Sen. A J Griffin, R-Guthrie and Rep. John Enns, R-Enid, modifies the duties of the State Department of Rehabilitation Services. The bill transfers all powers, duties, employees, functions, administrative rules and responsibilities of the Office of Disability Concerns to the State Department of Rehabilitation Services. It requires the transfer to include all equipment, supplies, records, assets, current and future liabilities, fund balances, encumbrances, obligations, and indebtedness associated with the Office of Disability Concerns, on July 1, 2016. It requires that any monies accruing to or in the name of the Office of Disability Concerns on and after the effective date, or any monies that accrue in any funds or accounts or are maintained for the benefit of the Office on and after the effective date to be transferred to the State Department of Rehabilitation Services. It requires the Department to succeed to any contractual rights and responsibilities incurred by the Office. It requires the Director of the Office of Management and Enterprise Services to coordinate the transfer of funds, allotments, purchase orders, and outstanding financial obligations or encumbrances as provided. It requires the Commission on Rehabilitation to promulgate rules. It repeals language relating to the Office of Disability Concerns. (Amended by Senate, Stricken Title) - © 2016 eCapitol, LLC. All rights reserved.
Effective Date: / /    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Griffin, A J (S); Enns, John (H)
Status: Second Reading - Referred to House Committee   Status Date: 03/21/2016
Committee(1): H Appropriations & Budget, Human Services (H)
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