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The Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services (OKDRS) has as one of its top goals and priorities, the provision of high-quality services which can result in high-quality outcomes for its disabled consumers of services.  Towards this end, each division within DRS must assess whether the current delivery of services within its particular division is adequate to meet this goal and priority.  Outcomes must be evaluated and regularly measured to determine whether the current delivery of services needs adjustments or improvements to ensure the highest quality of service possible is achieved.  
The Oklahoma School for the Blind (OSB) is the division within DRS charged with the responsibility of delivering high-quality educational preparation and independent living skills to blind and visually-impaired youth and children of the state of Oklahoma. Towards this end, OSB must also assess its current delivery of educational services as well as the provision of independent living skills to its blind and visually-impaired students and determine whether current programs, policies and practices are effectively offering quality services to its blind and visually-impaired children and youth and that these services are resulting in high-quality outcomes for students after graduation for the school.  Implementation of this objective is necessary for the successful development of the Oklahoma workforce of the future and the financial well-being of all citizens, families and the State.  

Therefore, I will instruct the new superintendent to conduct a thorough assessment of school programs, policies and practices and make recommendations to myself, and the commissioners of DRS for consideration for future implementation at the school.

Additionally, an assessment of the needs and concerns of relevant stakeholders such as teachers and other school personnel, the Alumni of the school, parents, students, and community organizations of the blind, will be conducted to include their feedback into the future direction of the school.  The vision and future direction of the Oklahoma School for the Blind should be a shared vision developed by all stakeholders involved in the future education and success of blind students attending the school.
As a former blind student who has attended a school for the blind from age five until graduation, in my home state of New Mexico, I believe I can speak from personal experience as to the many benefits of attending a specialized residential school for the blind which are not always readily available in regular public schools.  I attribute much of my success over the years directly to the programs and services offered in a special residential school for the blind and I want future blind students to have the same opportunity to benefit from those types of programs and services here at the Oklahoma School for the Blind.  I believe the OSB has the potential, with its many talented teachers and other dedicated support staff, to achieve excellence in education for blind students in Oklahoma and I intend to support that goal with every resource I can put towards this effort.

