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December 1, 2015

Dear Ms. Fruendt, 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for allowing Oklahoma Rehabilitation Council (ORC) to fully partner with DSU in the planning and development of the Unified State Plan process.  Further, we would like to thank the DSU for collaborating with ORC on its submission of the goals, strategies and measures for the Input of the State Rehabilitation Council section of the State Plan.

The Coordination and Education Officials section of the State Plan addresses the formal collaboration between the DSU and the SEA.  Given the strong emphasis which the Workforce and Innovations Opportunity Act (WIOA) places on youth with disabilities, the ORC believes this process would be strengthened with regular involvement and input from personnel at the administrative level of both the DSU and SEA.  This could be accomplished through attendance at the ORC’s quarterly Transition and Employment Committee meetings.  ORC will formally invite both parties moving forward.

The Business Services Team section of the State Plan addresses the need for providing unified job development services throughout the state.  The ORC believes there is merit in establishing a regional series of town hall meetings that would allow DSU a forum to share information with employers about accessibility challenges as well as other employment barriers for job seekers.  This type of exchange would promote increased successful employment opportunities.  ORC would be willing to collaborate in this statewide effort.

The ORC strongly supports the DSU’s state goals and priorities.  The strategies are robust and are well aligned with the states Workforce initiatives under WIOA.  

ORC is appreciative of the DSU’s continued cooperation, productivity and interactive relationship with ORC.  ORC would like to take this opportunity to thank the DSU for continued support of ORC’s mission.

Sincerely,

Renee Sansom

Program Manager

Oklahoma Rehabilitation Council

3535 NW 58th St., Suite 500

Oklahoma City, OK. 73112

Phone: 405-951-3579

Toll Free: 1-800-569-7974

Fax: 405-951-3532

Email: renee.sansom@okstate.edu

