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	Agency Priority:
	1

	Division Priority:
	1

	Program Description:
	Oklahoma School for the Blind

	Requested FTE:
	0.0

	State Appropriations:
	$115,000

	Funding Description:
	Funding Request for State Appropriations

	Purpose:
	This request is to restore funding and allow for economic adjustments.



OSB is 100% state appropriated.  They do not receive funding from local ad valorem taxes or the State Department of Education funding formula.  The School for the Blind has not had an appropriation increase since SFY-2010 and mandated teacher increases have not been funded since SFY-2009.  The teacher’s salary and retirement increases have been absorbed by the operating budget and through attrition for the last seven years.   Operating budgets have been shifted as necessary to provide a safe and healthy learning environment.  An adjustment based on the Consumer Price Index would restore funding and allow for economic adjustments to the school’s funding. 
The Oklahoma School for the Blind in Muskogee provides effective education options for children with all levels of blindness or visual impairments.  OSB serves as a complement to the spectrum of services provided as common education for the State of Oklahoma.  Communication and literacy are the two most crucial components for learning.  OSB is able to tailor the education to the needs of the student.  Students learn to be literate through braille and experience different levels of communication technology that establish a strong foundation for a lifetime of learning.  Enrollment has remained steady.  In 2009 OSB had 95 students and in 2014 the number of total students was 90.  During this same time period the school has continued its role as a statewide resource center for the education of Oklahoma’s children who are blind or have visual impairments.  The school provides information statewide to other educators, communities and families regarding the needs of blind and visually impaired children.
As a residential facility, OSB has added budgetary challenges in regards to the rising cost of food, fuel and utilities.  The Bureau of Labor shows that the Consumer Price Index has risen 13.4% since 2009. Between 2013 and 2014 the CPI jumped 1.6%.  An appropriation adjustment based on this most recent increase would be a $115,000 increase for the School for the Blind. 



	Agency Priority:
	1

	Division Priority:
	1

	Program Description:
	Oklahoma School for the Deaf

	Requested FTE:
	0.0

	State Appropriations:
	$142,000

	Funding Description:
	Funding Request for State Appropriations

	Purpose:
	This request is to restore funding and allow for economic adjustments.



OSD is 100% state appropriated.  They do not receive funding from local ad valorem taxes or the State Department of Education funding formula.  The School for the Deaf has not had an appropriation increase since SFY-2010 and mandated teacher increases have not been funded since SFY-2009.  The teacher’s salary and retirement increases have been absorbed by the operating budget and through attrition for the last seven years.   Operating budgets have been shifted as necessary to provide a safe and healthy learning environment.  An adjustment based on the Consumer Price Index would restore funding and allow for economic adjustments to the school’s funding. 
The Oklahoma School for the Deaf in Sulphur provides effective education options for children with all levels of deaf or hard of hearing impairments.  OSD serves as a complement to the spectrum of services provided as common education for the State of Oklahoma.  Communication and literacy are the two most crucial components for learning.  OSD is able to tailor the education to the needs of the student.  Students learn and communicate using sign language and experience different levels of communication technology that establish a strong foundation for a lifetime of learning.  Enrollment has remained steady.  In 2009 OSD had 154 students and in 2014 the number of total students has grown to 170.  During this same time period the school has continued its role as a statewide resource center for the education of Oklahoma’s children who are deaf or hard of hearing.  The school provides information statewide to other educators, communities and families regarding the needs of hearing impaired children.
As a residential facility, OSD has added budgetary challenges in regards to the rising cost of food, fuel and utilities.  The Bureau of Labor shows that the Consumer Price Index has risen 13.4% since 2009. Between 2013 and 2014 the CPI jumped 1.6%.  An appropriation adjustment based on this most recent increase would be a $142,000 increase for the School for the Deaf. 

