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The SILC Executive Director continues to serve on several National Boards for Independent Living, representing Oklahoma Independent Living, and has participated in Executive Committee Zoom meetings as the Treasurer for APRIL (Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living) as well as the Conference Planning Committee and the full APRIL Board meetings.  She also serves in the same capacity for NASILC (National Association of Statewide Independent Living Councils) as Treasurer on the Executive Committee, Conference Planning and full Board Zoom meetings.  For NCIL (National Council 
As the Executive Director, Sidna Madden worked with Barbara Reed and Jonathan Cook to record the SILC training session for the next DRS Academy.

There has been the formation of a new ‘IL Network’ that consists of the SILC Executive Committee, 2 Center Directors, Tonya Garman as the SILC liaison for DRS, and Melinda Fruendt and Kevin Statham.  The group plans to meet quarterly, but have been scheduling monthly meetings.  These meetings have been a works in progress, and have included conversations about PPE for consumers, housing for people with disabilities, the State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) and other information in regards to the Centers, their consumers and COVID.

At the September 25th quarterly Zoom meeting for SILC, we held elections of officers and the new officers are:

Chair – Dr. Phillip Lewis

Vice Chair – Kyle King

Secretary – Rachel Allen

At Large Past Chair – Vikki Walls

At Large – Sandi Webster

At Large – Tara Brown

The new SILC Chair and the SILC Executive Director have hosted a few meetings with a marketing company from Tulsa called Variable Systems and have contracted with them to help promote and market each of the 5 Centers for Independent Living, provide informational videos, and boost social media presence.  Progressive Independence will be the first Center that we will target and will be working with the Center director and the marketing agency during this phase of work.

The SILC Executive Committee has met numerous times since the drafting of the State Plan, and to addressing the idea of getting a marketing campaign in place to help the Centers reach more potential consumers as well as to get information to the public in regards to the services they each provide.  
The annual APRIL Conference has gone to a Zoom conference in light of COVID.  SILC reached out to the Centers and offered to pay for Center Directors and/or Staff to participate in the virtual conference.  It is being held October 12-16 and SILC registered 19 attendees, which includes Tonya Garman for DRS.

The FFY21 began on October 1, and the next quarterly SILC meeting will be held via Zoom on November 13, 2020 at 10:00am.
