[bookmark: _GoBack]March 2019 DRS Legislative Report
Kevin Nelson


Budget:

The Board of Equalization approved a fiscal year 2020 General Revenue Fund estimate the 20th that, when combined with other funds, makes $574.5 million available, $37.8 million less than the $612.3 million that was forecast in December.  All major tax categories showed growth between the board's December meeting and its February meeting except personal income tax, which fell $27.9 million, and gross production taxes, which decreased by $53.2 million.  Both were likely lower due to depressed oil and gas prices. 

Legislation

The 28th was the deadline for bills to be reported out of the committee of origin, and it has paired back our watch list from 14 to 9 bills.  All of our request bills are out of committee (SB 75,76, 77, 95 and 321 ).  For the bills making us a part of various studies, HB 1979, the TBI bill made it out and HB 1011, the recreation of the Olmstead commission. Unfortunately HB 2136, the  United We Ride counsel bill did not get out of committee, but a similar bill, HB 1365 did. That left SB 154, the deaf education LEAD-K bill rounding out the survivors.

For other bills of note, both of Sen Standridge's bills affecting the Workforce system were not heard. Also, neither Sen. Dahm's bill, SB 329, prohibiting an agency subject to a federal rule or regulation from following, interpreting or abiding by any requirements of the rule or regulation if disapproved by the Legislature; nor SB 913, by Sen. Kay Floyd, making major changes to the Oklahoma Personnel Act Made it out of committee.

Finally, on government reform, the Health Department has remained center stage, with the legislature clawing back the infamous $30 million appropriated last year.  All the bills from Pro Tem Treat to appoint the top ten agency directors and eliminate their boards; and Rep. McCall bills to change the boards to be appointed by the governor and the legislature passed out of committee. SB 630, by Sen. Brent Howard, R-Altus, that requires any appointed member of a state board or commission to be liable and subject to impeachment for willful neglect of duty, did not make it out. However, Sen. Dahm, R-Broken Arrow, has two bills that have provisions for heads of agencies to be removed for willful neglect that did make it out of committee.  They are SB326 and SB987.

The next legislative deadline is March 14th, to report off the House and Senate floors.



Watch List
Bill Portfolio

9 Bills On Report

	HB1011[image: ][image: ]
	Paraphrase: HB1011, by Rep. Jacob Rosecrants, D-Norman, creates the Commission on Independence and Ability. It outlines the Commission's purpose of monitoring and providing oversight of the Department of Human Services Aging Services Division and ADvantage Administration Unit to ensure that people with disabilities are receiving services in the most integrated setting, consistent with the Olmstead Decision as well as evaluating and expanding service options for the Consumer-Directed Personal Assistance Services and Supports program. It provides for commission membership. (Amended by House, Emergency Measure, Committee Substitute)
Effective Date: 07/01/2019    Emergency: Yes
Principal Authors: Rosecrants, Jacob (H)
Status: H General Order   Status Date: 02/14/2019




	HB1365[image: ][image: ]
	Paraphrase: HB1365, by Rep. Carol Bush, R-Tulsa and Sen. Robert Standridge, R-Norman, creates the Office of Mobility and Public Transit within the Department of Transportation and moves all current Transit Division responsibilities including oversight and management to Federal Transit Administration grants and resources to this office. The act gives the office the authority to promulgate rules and procedures to fund and implement innovative pilot programs, the current Veterans' Ride Connect call center and fund the development of the Oklahoma Public Transit Policy Plan. The act directs a copy of this plan be given to the Governor, the Speaker of the House and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. (Amended by House, Emergency Measure, Committee Substitute)
Effective Date: 07/01/2019    Emergency: Yes
Principal Authors: Bush, Carol (H); Standridge, Robert (S)
Status: H General Order   Status Date: 02/20/2019




	HB1979[image: ][image: ]
	Paraphrase: HB1979, by Rep. Trish Ranson, D-Stillwater, establishes a Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Advisory Council and designates appointing authorities. It requires the Council to focus on reducing risks, promoting prevention and using effective disease management to reduce the incidence of brain injuries. It provides for travel reimbursement for council members.
Effective Date: 11/01/2019    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Ranson, Trish (H)
Status: H General Order   Status Date: 02/27/2019




	SB0075[image: ][image: ]
	Paraphrase: SB0075, by Sen. Frank Simpson, R-Ardmore and Rep. Tammy Townley, R-Ardmore, clarifies references to the Division of Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired of the State Department of Rehabilitation Services. The bill removes the requirement that the library standards of the National Accreditation Council for Agencies Serving the Blind and Visually Handicapped be observed and followed in providing special library services.
Effective Date: 11/01/2019    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Simpson, Frank (S); Townley, Tammy (H)
Status: H Introduced   Status Date: 02/19/2019




	SB0076[image: ][image: ]
	Paraphrase: SB0076, by Sen. Frank Simpson, R-Ardmore and Rep. Tammy Townley, R-Ardmore, clarifies references to the Disability Determination Service at the Department of Rehabilitation Service.
Effective Date: 11/01/2019    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Simpson, Frank (S); Townley, Tammy (H)
Status: S General Order   Status Date: 02/25/2019




	SB0077[image: ][image: ][image: ]
	Paraphrase: SB0077, by Sen. Frank Simpson, R-Ardmore and Rep. Tammy Townley, R-Ardmore, adds payment for unused leave to the list of administrative rules required to be adopted by the Commission for Rehabilitation Services. (Amended by Senate, Stricken Title)
Effective Date: 11/02/2019    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Simpson, Frank (S); Townley, Tammy (H)
Status: S General Order   Status Date: 02/13/2019




	SB0095[image: ][image: ][image: ]
	Paraphrase: SB0095, by Sen. Frank Simpson, R-Ardmore and Rep. Tammy Townley, R-Ardmore, permits the Commission for Rehabilitation Services to accept and receive gifts, donations, devices, bequests, grants or contracts of any kind for money or property, either real or personal, for the benefit of the Oklahoma School for the Blind and the Oklahoma School for the Deaf. It directs, authorizes and empowers the commission to hold such funds or property outright or in trust, invest or sell the property and use the principal or interest or proceeds of sale for the benefit of the Oklahoma School for the Blind and the Oklahoma School for the Deaf. It requires the commission to utilize its best efforts to comply with the terms of any conditional gift, devise or bequest in fulfillment of the donor's stipulations and provisions of applicable laws. It permits any real or personal property donated with conditions which are at any time determined to be infeasible to meet or continue may be returned to the donor, or if the donor is no longer living or no longer a legally organized entity to be sold and the proceeds of the sale deposited in the commission's general fund or the property may be further donated in kind. (Amended by Senate, Stricken Title)
Effective Date: 11/01/2019    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Simpson, Frank (S); Townley, Tammy (H)
Status: S General Order   Status Date: 02/20/2019




	SB0154[image: ][image: ][image: ]
	Paraphrase: SB0154, by Sen. Frank Simpson, R-Ardmore, creates, until Dec. 31, 2020, the 17-member Language Equality and Acquisition for Deaf Kids (LEAD-K) Task Force to develop a resource for parents to monitor and track deaf or hard of hearing children's expressive and receptive language acquisition using American Sign Language, English or both, and developmental stages toward English literacy and developing a framework for assessing children who are deaf or hard of hearing to determine their competencies in language and literacy skills for the purpose of ensuring they have the opportunity to achieve kindergarten readiness in an equitable manner. The bill establishes membership and meeting requirements. The bill requires the task force to submit a report of its findings and recommendations by Dec. 31, 2020, to the Governor, Senate President Pro Tempore, House Speaker, chairs of the Senate and House education committees and chairs of the Senate and House health committees. (Amended by Senate, Stricken Title, Committee Substitute)
Effective Date: / /    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Simpson, Frank (S)
Status: S General Order   Status Date: 02/13/2019




	SB0321[image: ][image: ]
	Paraphrase: SB0321, by Sen. Frank Simpson, R-Ardmore, makes the Department of Rehabilitation Services immune from liability for monetary damages to licensed individuals or their subcontractors.
Effective Date: 11/01/2019    Emergency: No
Principal Authors: Simpson, Frank (S)
Status: S General Order   Status Date: 02/26/2019
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