02/13/23 – DRS Commission Legislative Report
by Jennifer Hardin
· 01/19/23 - Bill Filing Deadline
· Total Bills Filed = 3,772
· 02/06/2023 – First Day of the First Session of the 59th Legislature



		 
	DRS Request Bills
	 







	
	HB 1041  
	Randleman, Randy(R)
	Establishes an alternative diploma program for students with significant cognitive disabilities. 

Note: This is a joint request with the OK. Dept. of Ed.

Problem being addressed: 
Many districts have been graduating these students with a regular high school diploma, prior to ageing out due to accountability purposes. When this occurs, the schools are no longer required to provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE) even when some students may need additional services. The change will provide a meaningful diploma option to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. It will allow students to qualify for a FAPE until the school year in which they turn 22. Allowing districts to include these students as graduated (with no penalty) for accountability purposes. 






	Bill History:
	01/11/23 - Filed















		 
	DRS Request Bills
	 








	
	SB 154  
	Stanley, Brenda(R)
	Provides an exception from the Reading Sufficiency Act (RSA) to ASL & braille students, replacing with a formative evaluation. 

Note: This is a joint request with the OK. Dept. of Ed. 


Problem being addressed:  
The current requirements do not address an infrastructure that ensures equity practices. The Reading Sufficiency Act evaluation was designed for hearing and sighted students.   Allowing the exemption would reduce time consuming testing and allow educators to measure benchmarks by utilizing a formative evaluation system.  The replacement method would use authentic reading and writing skills unlike the current RSA evaluation method. The intention is not to reduce requirements for these student groups but offer a meaningful alternative assessment that will provide educators with the best information to make data-driven decisions for each student. For students receiving an exemption, the school must report on measures of proficiency and language attainment through alternative means. 
The State Board of Education will promulgate rules to determine measures of proficiency for students receiving exemptions. 






	Bill History:
	01/23/23 - Referred to Senate Committee Senate Education





	















		 
	Direct DRS Impact Bills
	 








	
	SB 357  
	Dossett, Jo Anna (F)(D)
	Includes the OK School for the Deaf and the OK School for the Blind in future disbursements of Redbud school grants by the Board of Education.



	Bill History:
	In 2021, the Redbud School Funding grant began directing a portion of medical marijuana tax revenue to eligible charter and public-school districts for improving school buildings. 


Potential issues for applying to OSD & OSB: 
· We are not sure how the property tax criteria will be interpreted or adjusted as students come from all over Oklahoma. 
· The criteria for determining the allocation is based off of local property taxes and funding per pupil. OSB & OSD do not receive funding from local property taxes like other schools.  


01/24/2023 – Sen. Dossett was made aware of the potential issues. She is working with the bill drafter and House author on possible solutions. 

01/26/23 - Referred to Senate Committee Senate Education




	
	SB 487  
	Matthews, Kevin(D)
	Makes an appropriation to fund the Statewide Independent Living Council; up to $400,000 may be used as necessary. 



	Bill History:
	01/26/23 - Referred to Senate Committee Senate Appropriations






	
	SB 598  
	Kirt, Julia(D)
	Modifies language changing the term ‘handicapped’ to ‘disability’ in Title 7 and Title 74. 



	Bill History:
	This legislation was filed during the 58th legislative session in HB1792. The version filed in ’21 opened approximately 18 Titles of law.

4/14/22 – Sen. Kirt advised the bill was not going to be heard in committee due to concerns about the legislation opening several titles. In addition, there were inconsistencies with the language and concerns about different advocacy groups coming to a consensus about which terms to use. As a result, HB1792 became dead pursuant to the rules. 

01/11/23 – Sen. Kirt advised she has been working with self-advocates on the language for the updated bill. Due to the previous concerns from last session the updated version will only open Title 7 & Title 74 for the amendments. 

01/17/2023 - SB598 filed. 

01/23/2023 – Bill sent to DRS Ex. Team for review. 
 
01/27/23 - Referred to Senate Committee Senate General Government







The shell bills noted below were filed in case an emergent issue arises during session that requires immediate legislative attention. 

		 
	DRS Shell Bills
	 







	
	HB 1061  
	Lawson, Mark(R)
	Creates the State Government Reform Act of 2023.




	
	HB 1062  
	Lawson, Mark(R)
	Creates the State Government Reform Act of 2023.




	
	HB 1063  
	Lawson, Mark(R)
	Creates the State Government Reform Act of 2023.




	
	HB 1064  
	Lawson, Mark(R)
	Creates the State Government Reform Act of 2023.




· The DRS legislative monitoring list will continuously be updated as bills are reviewed or amended.  I will distribute a bill status report on a weekly basis. 

· Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you become aware of a specific bill you would like to be monitored.
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