SB154 – RSA Exemption 
by Sen. Stanley & Rep. Lawson

Bill Synopsis: 
Provides exceptions for certain school reading level requirements to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, requiring continuing reporting of learning process. 

Background:
This bill was requested from the Department of Rehabilitation Services and the Oklahoma State Department of Education. The intent of the bill is primarily to exempt certain students from RSA (Reading Sufficiency Act) and Dyslexia screening requirements, specifically students with the most significant cognitive disabilities who participate in the Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP), students who are hearing or visually impaired whose primary expressive and/or receptive communication is sign language or whose primary form of written or read text is braille, and students whose primary expressive and/or receptive language is not English and has had less than one (1) school year of instruction in an English learner program. Although this bill exempts these students it also provides accountability measures to ensure they make progress on measures of proficiency and language attainment through alternative means.  
In addition, this bill seeks to amend and clarify requirements of dyslexia screeners to align with current research and available screening tools. Under components of dyslexia screeners, “advanced phonemic awareness” has been changed to “phonemic awareness”. Schools have been required to use supplemental screening tools to meet this requirement. Phonemic awareness is sufficient to identify characteristics of dyslexia. “Developmental language” was removed because it is beyond the scope of screening measures and is not a characteristic of dyslexia. Other minor changes to the language have been made for clarity. 

Rationale:
· Students in these categories interact and engage with written and spoken language in alternate forms. 
· If the student is classified as one of the above groups and has been identified as needing additional support in written and/or spoken language, then they may be a consideration for an individual exemption. 
· Since a significant amount of their instruction will be provided with an alternate mode of communication, these students may benefit from more targeted accountability means.

Impacting students of these groups: 
· Students participating in the Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP) utilizing alternate standards; (about 1138 students in K-3)
· The student’s primary expressive and/or receptive communication is sign language; (about 39 students in K-3)
· The student’s primary form of written or read text is braille; (about 51 students in K-3)
· The student’s primary expressive and/or receptive language is not English, the student is identified as an English Learner using a state-approved identification assessment, and the student has had less than one (1) school year of instruction in an English learner program. (approx. 8,158 in K-3)


Accountability measures:
· The intention is not to reduce requirements for these student groups but to provide a meaningful assessment for students that would provide the best information for their educators to make data-driven decisions. 
· For students receiving an exemption, the school must report on measures of proficiency and language attainment through alternative means. 
1. Student progression towards OAAP reading essential elements; 
2. Student progression towards proficiency in sign language and reading comprehension; 
3. Student progression towards proficiency in braille and reading comprehension; 
4. Student progression towards proficiency in English as an additional language and reading comprehension.  
· The school will ensure that this ongoing evidence is collected and able to be provided to parents/guardians, as requested or necessary. 
· The State Board of Education will promulgate rules to determine measures of proficiency for students receiving exemptions.

