SILC Report to DRS Commissioners
February 13, 2023
**Monthly stakeholder meetings are ongoing with our Federal Project Officer, ACL, NCIL, ILRU, APRIL and NASILC.   Discussions revolve around Performance Reviews (PPR), and potential changes to the upcoming State Plan instrument.   The Performance review for Centers was due by December 31, 2022 and the SILC Performance review was due by January 31, 2023.  And it has been submitted.
 

**NASILC (National Association of Statewide Independent Living Councils) ’SILC Congress’ conference will be March 6-8, 2023, in Little Rock, Arkansas.  
**The APRIL (Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living) organization is currently seeking a full-time Executive Director and has hire Bender Consulting to conduct the job search.  
**The APRIL Annual Conference in October will be in Anaheim, CA with dates to be determined.   
**Weekly/monthly meetings on the several National Boards for Independent Living all continue.  These meetings include Executive Committee meetings as the Treasurer for APRIL (Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living) as well as the Finance Committee and the full APRIL Board meetings.  The SILC E.D. also serves in the same capacity for NASILC (National Association of Statewide Independent Living Councils) as Treasurer on the Executive Committee, Conference Planning and full Board Zoom meetings.  

**The SILC E.D., along with NASILC and ACL meet monthly and the current discussions brought to ACL center around what the SILC, DSE and CIL roles and responsibilities are.  We are also talking about the HCBS Settings Rule and NASILC co-hosted a webinar on January 31, 2023 to discuss the rule and what States can expect.   We were also reminded that going forward that NO SPIL will be approved without a figure in the I&E column of the ‘resource plan’ (budget).  The law states that the DSE WILL contribute enough I&E funds to support the SILCs activities and administrative duties.  The next State Plan cycle would begin in July 1, 2023 but ACL extended that date by one year while they work on the electronic reporting system.  States are required to submit a document stating whether they want the extension and will continue to work off their current State Plan, or if an amendment needs to be made to the current State Plan for the upcoming year.  SILC proposed making one change to the State Plan, to correct a line in regard to funding.  51% of the Center Directors have to sign agreeing to the changes made.
**SILC has had many members removed from the Board and replaced.  Those removed were Dr. Phillip Lewis, Kyle King, Rachel Allen, Tara Brown, Nancy Ward and Barbara Case.  New members added are John Enns, Keith Wicks, Lynn Dunn, Tammy Jensen, Brent Bushey, Don Eck, Debbie Looper, Mark Ivy, and Carl Haws (Director of Dynamic Independence in Bartlesville).  The SILC E.D. has had conversations with the Governor’s office, ACL, OILP, ILRU and DRS in regard to this situation.  Being left with no Executive Committee, new members chose John Enns to be the ‘acting’ Chair until an Election of Officers can be held, in accordance with SILC By laws.  The new members also elected to keep Dr. Phillip Lewis and Kyle King as part of an ‘Advisory Committee’ since any member with historical working knowledge of SILC was removed.  
**SILC’s work, under Dr. Phillip Lewis gained forward momentum with Senator Kevin Matthews introducing a bill asking for funding for SILC, as we receive no State appropriated funding.

**SILC’s March event for a Ted Talk style information session has also been put on hold since all members of that committee that were planning the event have been removed.

**The next Quarterly meeting of SILC will be held April 28, 2023.

Respectfully submitted,

Sidna Trimmell

SILC Executive Director  
