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I am Pepper and I am the Director of the Accessible Instructional Materials Center, better known as the AIM Center at the OK Library for the Blind.  As you know, we provide LP and BR textbooks as well as all types of adaptive equipment to students Birth to 12th grade across OK. We are currently serving 1,261 students in 626 schools.  
When I was presented the opportunity to speak here today, I thought a lot about what I wanted to say.  While numbers and statistics are important and useful, I decided I wanted to travel down a different road with you all.  I wanted to tell you personal stories from a couple of our students.
I’d like to share a few emails and notes I have received from TVIs or students regarding the MagniLink Zips that we check out to our students.  These are a tabletop, portable CCTV that has a camera that can be pointed to a smart board or down at a textbook or paper to magnify the written materials.

· “PAM” currently uses the MagniLink Zip daily with textbooks, spirals, manipulatives, and daily notes. She can view her work in many capacities and allows her to participate in group as well as individual work. It is indispensable as she feels more independent. 

· Kim, a TVI in Moore says,
I spoke with Braden about his MLZ and his reply is "I like everything about it, and everything it does.  I like how I can move the camera where I need it.  I use it in my classes to see what the teacher has put on the board or on the smartboard/Epson, and I use it to magnify the calculator so that I can see the screen.”  Braden uses his MLZ 98% of the time in Algebra II class and quite often in his science and English III class.  
· This written note comes from a 3rd grader who received a MLZ for the first time this school year.  She says, “[image: ]

· This story is told from the perspective of “Joe” (not his real name) as shared with me:

“We were leaving on our annual Labor Day camping trip, the last fun thing before school and all of our sports started. My whole family meets up on our grandparent’s property near Broken Bow and we ride our four-wheelers, cook out, laugh and tease each other relentlessly. The first day we were there, we went four-wheeling on the monster.  As I was flying around a cover, I ran into a tree that had fallen across the path and everything went black. I don’t remember anything after that but woke up three days later in the hospital.  I had damaged my brain in the crash.  I was 15 years old, had a broken arm, a broken ankle and leg, head injuries and I was blind.
 
Most of the next 6 months was a blur of doctor’s appointments, casts, physical therapy and depression. I figured if I couldn’t see, what was the point of living? I didn’t know any blind people and I didn’t know how I would be able to do anything for myself. I’m not going to lie, I wanted to die. 

Slowly, with my parent’s help and especially my younger sister’s encouragement, I began to realize that I could manage… just much different than before.  When I was finally able to return to school, I had a teacher who came to teach me braille.  I found out from her about the AIM place and all of the stuff they had for blind people.  I was stoked because I never knew about this stuff before my accident. My Mom and I called and talked to Ms. Pepper and that call changed my mind about a lot of things.  I didn’t know there were over a thousand other kids in OK that have severe visual problems and I didn’t know that so much stuff was available for us to use for free. They sent me my first Perkins Brailler and now, at 17, I am brailling like a pro. Next year is my senior year and I plan to go to college after that. I don’t know how that will be but I guess I will find out if I am college material.  Being blind isn’t fun but I am glad that I survived my accident and that my family didn’t give up on me when I didn’t want to do anything because now, I realize that I can do anything even though I am blind.  Well, except drive and that part sucks.

Submitted by Pepper Watson
Aim Center, Director
Oklahoma Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
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