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CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Commissioner Flannery.   Two Commissioners were in attendance; therefore, there was a quorum.  
 
PRESENT
Theresa Flannery, Commission Chair
Wes Hilliard, Commission Member

ABSENT
Jace Wolfe, Commission Vice-Chair

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
Carol Brown, Commission Assistant confirmed the Commission for Rehabilitation Services follows the Open Meetings Act.

Commissioner Flannery asked all of us to keep our fellow employee Lyuda Polyun and other employees in their thoughts throughout the problems in Ukraine.  

Jasmine Avilla introduced the Business Services’ new Job Placement Counselor, Judy Lawler.

Tammy Jones introduced SBVI’s new counselor for Lawton, Brian Montgomery.

                                                         REPORTS

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
Commissioner Flannery recognized Melinda Fruendt, Executive Director.  

The first Certificate of Appreciation is Julie Bailey who was awarded the Certificate last month, yet she was unable to attend.  Her group worked on their days off to complete a project by the deadline of December 31, 2021.   Executive Director Fruendt thanked her for her support to the agency in seeing this project’s timely completion.

The next Certificates of Appreciation were to Glenda Ford and Josh Bullock.  A DRS motor vehicle at the Career Planning Center had a rock thrown into a window.  Glenda Ford cleaned up the car, drove it to the Sun Building to a safe location, and filed a report.  Josh Bullock assisted Richard Yahola in getting the car repaired and then back to the Career Planning Center.  Executive Director Fruendt thanked them taking on this task and assisting Richard Yahola in taking care of the DRS motor vehicle.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Commissioner Flannery recognized Melinda Fruendt, Executive Director.  Mrs. Fruendt’s report included remembrance of a DDS employee and the Executive Director of the Office of Disability Concerns; Executive Director meetings; and updates on expansion of DCPS at DDS, Federal reporting, AWARE, Case reviews, and Communications.  She also reported there were five hundred fifty-five (555) people in attendance at the People with Disabilities Awareness Day (PWDAD).    Mrs.  Fruendt complimented the Communications Office on their work and dedication to DRS in the production of the 2022 PWDAD.

PRIORITY GROUP UPDATE
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tracy Brigham, SBVI Director.  Ms. Brigham reported, as of February 25th, one hundred sixty-two (162) individuals were released from all groups.  As of today, March 14th, there are now sixty-four (64) cases in Priority Group I, ninety-nine (99) cases in Priority II, and twelve (12) cases in Priority Group III, with a total of one hundred seventy-five (175).   

FINANCIAL STATUS
Commission Flannery recognized Kevin Statham, Chief Financial Officer, who reported the Financial Status Reports for FY 2022 as of January 31, 2022.

PERSONNEL ACTIVITY 
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tom Patt, Human Resources Director who reported on the personnel activity report as of February 28, 2022.  The activity report also has current FTE status.  

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Commissioner Flannery recognized Jennifer Hardin, Legislative Liaison.  Ms. Hardin gave a report on DRS requested bills, DRS impact bills and DRS shell bills.  She stated there were 4,800 bills starting the session and as of March 4th there were 1,400 left with the likely removal of more after March 24th.  She also has scheduled meetings with the Governor and other legislators this month to discuss the DRS budget request. Commissioner Hillard commended Ms. Hardin on what a good job she is doing. 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES
Commissioner Flannery recognized Mark Kinnison, VR Director.  Mr. Kinnison gave a thorough report of the number of applications, plans and wages.  He gave an extensive comparison using statistics from a year ago to date.  Mr. Kinnison, Ms. Brigham and Valyncia Wilson made a presentation to the undergrad and graduate students at Langston (Tulsa) focused on a DRS program overview, recruitment, and the Carl Albert intern process.  He further stated Nationally employment gains for people with disabilities continue to surpass pre-pandemic levels of employment.



TRANSITION SERVICES
Commissioner Flannery recognized Renee Sansom Briscoe, Transition Coordinator.  Mrs. Briscoe explained Pre-ETS (Pre-Employment Transition Services.  She explained in detail the present and future of Pre-ETS.  Mrs. Briscoe also had a chart showing the average earnings/wages for client groups 14-24.  


ACTION ITEMS

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the February 14, 2022, Commission for Rehabilitation Services regular Meeting Minutes.   
[bookmark: _Hlk84319314][bookmark: _Hlk58915906]Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the February 14, 2022, minutes. Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

[bookmark: _Hlk65065395]DRS PROPOSED REVISED ADMINISTRATIVE RULES	
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tina Calloway, Administrative Programs Officer.
Mrs. Calloway presented the DRS Revised Administrative Rules: Chapter 1, Administrative Operations; Chapter 10, Vocational Rehabilitation and Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired; and Chapter 25, Business Enterprise Program.  She also gave a brief overview of the process of adding or revising DRS proposed Administrative Rule and/or Policy revisions.  

Mrs. Calloway asked Mark Kinnison to explain Rule 612:10-7-57 Services Interrupted, Service (new).  Mr. Kinnison said there were clients who wanted to have their case kept open until they were ready to proceed.  This was due to COVID-19.  Mrs. Calloway stated there was a correction in 612:10-7-230 Self-employment programs (amended), page 119 of the Commission booklet line 21 next to the last word was corrected to researched.

[bookmark: _Hlk98247282]Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the DRS Revised Administrative Rules.  
Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the DRS Revised Administrative Rules, Chapter 1, Administrative Operations; Chapter 10, Vocational Rehabilitation and Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired; and Chapter 25, Business Enterprise Program.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

[bookmark: _Hlk98246975]OKLAHOMA LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSCALLY HANDIAPPED DONATIONS
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tracy Brigham, SBVI Director, reporting for Kevin Treese.  She reviewed the February 2022 OLBPH donation report for possible vote for approval.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the OLBPH February 2022 donations.    
Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the February 2022 OLBPH donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND DONATIONS
Commissioner Flannery recognized Rita Echelle, Superintendent of OSB.  She reviewed the February 2022 OSB donation report for possible vote for approval.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the OSB February 2022 donations.    
[bookmark: _Hlk66883612]Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the February 2022 OSB donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF DONATIONS
Commissioner Flannery recognized Chris Dvorak, Superintendent, who reviewed their February 2022 OSD donation report for possible vote for approval.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the OSD February 2022 donations.    
[bookmark: _Hlk81827954]Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hilliard to approve the February 2022 OSD donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS
Commissioner Flannery asked if there was any New Business.  There was none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissioner Flannery announced the date and location of next regular meeting of the Commission for Rehabilitation Services:
Monday, April 11, 2022, at 10:30 a.m.
3535 NW 58th Street
2nd Floor
Oklahoma City, OK 73112

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Commissioner Flannery asked if there were any public comments.  Jonathon Cook said there were none.  

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Flannery asked for a vote to adjourn the meeting.
Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to adjourn.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed


Respectfully submitted by Carol Brown, Assistant to the Commission 

	
