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CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Commissioner Flannery.   Two Commissioners were in attendance; therefore, there was a quorum.  
 
PRESENT
Theresa Flannery, Commission Chair
Jace Wolfe, Commission Vice-Chair

ABSENT
Wes Hilliard, Commission Member

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
Carol Brown, Commission Assistant confirmed the Commission for Rehabilitation Services follows the Open Meetings Act.

                                                         REPORTS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Commissioner Flannery recognized Melinda Fruendt, Executive Director.  Mrs. Fruendt’s report included remembrance of the death of a retired ASL Interpreter Joan Blake.  Commissioner Flannery offered the Commission’s condolences.

Mrs. Fruendt continued with her participation in various meetings.  She attended the first graduating class of Northeastern State University RiverHawks Scholar Program.  The River Hawks Program is for intellectual disabled students to go to college and there were three (3) graduates and all were clients of DRS.

She stated the Alliance Hosting Go-Live is set for the third week in May.  It has been three and one-half years in the making.  Process Improvement Section is continuing work with University of Missouri and University of Oklahoma Pre-ETS programs.  

Mrs. Fruendt further stated the QA Review team is working on OPEN case audit for April of 118 cases.





PRIORITY GROUP UPDATE
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tracy Brigham, SBVI Director.  Ms. Brigham reported, as of May 4th, there have been two hundred seventy-seven (277) cases released.  As of today, there are twenty-three (23) cases in Group I, two hundred thirty-three (233) in Group II and forty-four (44) inn Group III, with a total of three hundred (300) cases.  

FINANCIAL STATUS
Commission Flannery recognized Kevin Statham, Chief Financial Officer, who reported the Financial Status Reports for FY 2022 as of March 31, 2022.  Mr. Statham discussed the process of VR funding.  

FY 2023 – FY 2031 CAPITAL OUTLAY
Commissioner Flannery recognized Kevin Statham, Chief Financial Officer, who outlined the FY2023- FY2031 Capital Outlay Request for review.  The Capital Outlay will be submitted for more discussion and possible vote at the June meeting.

PERSONNEL ACTIVITY 
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tom Patt, Human Resource Director, who reported on the personnel activity report as of April 30, 2022.  The activity report also has current FTE status.  

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON
Commissioner Flannery recognized Jennifer Hardin, Legislative Liaison.  Ms. Hardin gave a report on DRS requested bills, DRS impact bills and DRS shell bills.  She stated there were 4,800 bills starting the session and as of April 28th there were four hundred fifty (450) live bills left.   She gave an update on the status of each DRS Request Bills, HB 2328, HB 1711, and HB 1792.  Ms. Hardin gave a report on her legislative activities. 

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND
Commissioner Flannery recognized Rita Echelle, OSB Superintendent.  Mrs. Echelle reported on student activities and achievements. The students participated in a lot of activities, i.e., Prom was April 26th at the 810 Ranch; homecoming and spring concert was May 3rd and Mayor Marlon Coleman helped them celebrate National School Breakfast week, March 7-10, by coming by and having breakfast with the students.

OKLAHOMA REHABILITATION COUNCIL
Commissioner Flannery recognized Carolina Colclasure, ORC Program Manager.  Ms. Colclasure reported updates on ORC’s Committees.  ORC is currently replacing two members who have resigned.  She further discussed the various information available on their website https://orc.okstate.edu/ and encouraged people to check it out.  Ms. Colclasure reported on the many activities she participated in on behalf of ORC.

STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
Commissioner Flannery recognized Sidna Madden-Trimmell, SILC Executive Director.  Mrs. Trimmell reported on her activities on behalf of SILC.  She said the Reliant Living Center located in Del City is near completion.  There are two new 16 bed facilities.  She also thanked Melinda, Kevin Statham, and Tonya Garman for their support with SILC.
BUSINESS ENTERPRISES PROGRAM
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tracy Brigham, SBVI Director.  Ms. Brigham reported the statutory laws for federal and state Business Enterprise programs (BEP) is in her report.  She said the Oklahoma BEP has sixteen (16) active licensed vendors and approximately 250 separate locations.  She explained the process of a client entering the program and how the Department of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) the State Licensing Agent (SLA) operates.  Ms. Brigham told a story of a Vendor and his wife and how the program how has had such a positive impact on their lives.  This article was published in “Caregiver” magazine April/May 2022 issue.  

ACTION ITEMS

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the April 11, 2022, Commission for Rehabilitation Services regular Meeting Minutes.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the Oklahoma Commission for Rehabilitation Services minutes for April 11, 2022.
[bookmark: _Hlk84319314][bookmark: _Hlk58915906]Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the April 11, 2022, minutes.   Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

[bookmark: _Hlk98246975][bookmark: _Hlk65065395]OKLAHOMA LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSCALLY HANDIAPPED DONATIONS
Commissioner Flannery recognized Kevin Treese, OLBPH Program Administrator. He reviewed the April 2022 OLBPH donation report for possible vote for approval.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the OLBPH April 2022 donations.    
Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the April 2022 OLBPH donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND DONATIONS
Commissioner Flannery recognized Rita Echelle, Superintendent of OSB.  She reviewed the April 2022 OSB donation report for possible vote for approval.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the OSB April 2022 donations.    
[bookmark: _Hlk66883612]Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the April 2022 OSB donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF DONATIONS
Commissioner Flannery recognized Rita Echelle, Interim OSD Superintendent, who reviewed their April 2022 OSD donation report for possible vote for approval.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the OSD April 2022 donations.    
[bookmark: _Hlk81827954]Motion was made by Commissioner Flannery and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to approve the April 2022 OSD donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.


NEW BUSINESS
Commissioner Flannery asked if there was any New Business.  There was none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissioner Flannery announced the date and location of next regular meeting of the Commission for Rehabilitation Services:
Monday, June 13, 2022, at 10:30 a.m.
3535 NW 58th Street
2nd Floor
Oklahoma City, OK 73112

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Commissioner Flannery asked if there were any public comments.  Jonathon Cook said there were none.  

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Flannery asked for a vote to adjourn the meeting.
Motion was made by Commissioner Flannery and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to adjourn.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed


Respectfully submitted by Carol Brown, Assistant to the Commission 

	
