06/13/22 – DRS Commission Legislative Report
by Jennifer Hardin
· 5/18/22 – House & Senate called for a Second Special Session to address the expenditure of COVID relief funding (American Rescue Plan Act of 2021). 
· 5/26/22 – Governor called for a Third Special Session to reduce personal income tax and grocery tax. 
· 5/27/22 – Sine Die Adjournment of the regular session. 
· 401/4,800 – House & Senate bills signed. 
· 35 - Bills Vetoed 
· 6 - Overrides of the Governor’s Vetoed bills (SB1052, SB1695, HB2046, HB3501, HB4412, HB4457)

		 
	DRS Request Bill
	 






	HB 2328 
	Lawson, Mark(R)
Rosino, Paul(R)
	Exempts acquisitions of the business enterprise program from bidding requirements under the Central Purchasing Act.



	Bill History:
	
4/14/22 – Dead pursuant to the rules.  Discussions will continue about requesting the bill again during the ‘23 session. 






		 
	Direct DRS Impact Bills
	 







	
	HB 1711  
	Hill, Brian(R)
Rosino, Paul(R)
	Allowing blind or visually impaired persons to request election ballots electronically. 



	Bill History:
	This is a carryover bill from the ’21 session. 

5/20/22 – Signed by the Governor. Effective Date July 1, 2023. 




	
	HB 1792  
	Stinson, Preston (R) 
Kirt, Julia (D)
	Modifies language relating to disabled persons changing the term ‘handicapped’ to ‘disabled’ in approximately 18 titles of OK. Law. 




	Bill History:
	This is a carryover bill from the ’21 session. 

3/8/22 – Passed House Floor. 

4/11/22 – Per Sen. Kirt, the HHS Chair is concerned the bill is opening too many titles. There were also inconsistencies re. the people’s first language.

4/14/22 – Dead pursuant to rules. Bill wasn’t heard in Senate Health & Human Services Committee. 

Sen. Kirt has expressed interest in running the legislation again during the ’23 session. 




	
	HB 3888  
	McCall, Charles(R)
Simpson, Frank (R)
	Adjusts employment contracts for teachers employed by the Oklahoma School for the Deaf and Oklahoma School for the Blind to establish a maximum of 1,200 working hours and provides a standard of what qualify as working hours.




	Bill History:
	5/04/22 – Signed by the Governor. Effective Date July 1, 2022. 







FY’ 23 DRS Appropriation
· The FY’21 Capital budget cut was restored. In addition, we received $650,000 for maintenance of effort. 

· Total budget increase - 2.15% ($748,293.00)

· GOOD NEWS!! DHS received a $32.5 million increase to eliminate the developmentally disabled wait list. The increase will sufficiently fund critical services to over 5,000 Oklahomans. This is the largest single-year increase in state history. 




Other Activities: 
· 5/13/22: Tonya Garman and I traveled to Tulsa and toured ‘Jeri’s House’ with Sen. Jo Anna Dossett and Rep. John Waldron. 

· 5/13/22: While in Tulsa we also met with staff at Total Source for Hearing-loss & Access (TSHA).  The Executive Director, Jennifer Butler, and Program Director, Diana Emerson, provided a presentation about their various services offered to those affected by hearing loss. We also discussed gaps in the system needing improvement such as, funding, lack of volunteers with knowledge to work with the targeted population, need to increase collaboration between community/state partners.  

· Sen. Dossett and Rep. Waldron would like to have interim studies to explore the following issues:  
1.) Increase educators for hearing and visually impaired by partnering with Higher Ed. 
2.) Exempt OSB & OSD students from standardized testing requirements.
3.) Explore ways to make OSD & OSB eligible for the ’21 Redbud School Funding Act per SB229. The Act directs apportionment of medical marijuana taxes to public and charter schools for improving buildings. 

· 6/29 – Legislators scheduled to tour the DRS Library, SBVI/VR offices, and the Career Planning Center. 




		 
	Veto Overrides
	







	SB 1052  
	Thompson, Roger(R)
Wallace, Kevin(R)
	Sets budget limits for the Dept. of Corrections.




	Bill History:
	05-27-22 - Becomes Law Notwithstanding the Veto of the Governor.
05-27-22 - To Secretary of State without Signature.
05-31-22 - Earliest Effective Date: 07/01/2022 



	SB 1695 
	Murdock, Casey(R)
Newton, Carl(R)
	Makes all agency directors appointed by the Governor and all cabinet secretaries subject to certain financial disclosure requirements managed by the Ethics Commission.




	Bill History:
	05-27-22 - Becomes Law Notwithstanding the Veto of the Governor. 
05-27-22 - To Secretary of State without Signature.
05-31-22 - Earliest Effective Date: 11/01/2022 



	HB 2046  
	McCall, Charles(R)
Simpson, Frank(R)
	Creates the Higher Education Institution Local Funding Act which establishes standards to provide eligible two-year institutions within the Higher Education System designation as a funding district and access to certain Ad Valorem income.




	Bill History:
	05-27-22 - Becomes Law Notwithstanding the Veto of the Governor 
05-27-22 - To Secretary of State without Signature 
05-31-22 - Earliest Effective Date: 08/25/2022 



	HB 3501  
	Hardin, David(R)
Weaver, Darrell (F)(R)
	Directs the Dept. of Public Safety to recognize and act upon a report of conviction from the court of any federally recognized Indian tribe within Oklahoma the same way it does for any municipal court and provides standards; EMERGENCY.




	Bill History:
	05-27-22 - Becomes Law Notwithstanding the Veto of the Governor. 
05-27-22 - To Secretary of State without Signature.
05-31-22 - Earliest Effective Date: 05/27/2022. 




	HB 4412  
	Lowe, Dick (F)(R)
Pederson, Roland(R)
	Creates the Healthy Soil Program Act which directs the Conservation Commission to implement a program to promote sustainable land use in the state through grants and educational services.




	Bill History:
	05-27-22 - Becomes Law Notwithstanding the Veto of the Governor 
05-27-22 - To Secretary of State without Signature. 
05-31-22 - Earliest Effective Date: 11/01/2022. 



	HB 4457  
	Wallace, Kevin(R)
Thompson, Roger(R)
	Creates the Route 66 Commission and a related revolving fund to provide grants to solicit applications and distribute funds and redirects money from certain Tourism funds into the Route 66 Fund; EMERGENCY.




	Bill History:
	05-27-22 - Becomes Law Notwithstanding the Veto of the Governor. 
05-27-22 - To Secretary of State without Signature. 
05-31-22 - Earliest Effective Date: 07/01/2022 
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