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CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Commission Chair Wolfe.  Two Commissioners were in attendance; therefore, there was a quorum.  
 
PRESENT
Jace Wolfe, Commission Chair
Wes Wolfe, Commission Vice Chair

NOT PRESENT
Theresa Flannery, Commission Member

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
Carol Brown, Commission Assistant confirmed the Commission for Rehabilitation Services follows the Open Meetings Act.

                                                         REPORTS

PRESENTATION OF LONGEVITY CERTIFICATE
Commission Chair Wolfe presented Jody Harlan with her certificate and pin for thirty (30) years of service to the State of Oklahoma.  

Jody Harlan has served as DRS’ only communications director since she opened the agency’s first public information office when DRS became an independent agency. 
Jody directs public information, media relations, communications, and marketing programs for DRS. As agency spokesperson and liaison to the media, she arranges interviews, responds to media inquiries, and writes more than 100 media releases each year.  People say her specialty is defense of DRS to avoid negative media.  The Communications Team Jody manages is responsible for DRS’ public website, publications, graphic design, social media, video and special projects, requests for information and the State Office switchboard.  She writes and produces public service announcements that air on TV stations and radio stations free of charge through a partnership with the Oklahoma Association of Broadcasters. OAB stations have broadcast PSAs valued at $5.3 million. Jody’s PSAs have earned 5 international Telly awards and many American Advertising Awards from the OKC Ad Club.  Jody is fully committed to Access for All and collaborates with the Communications Team to create fully accessible products in standard, braille, large print, accessible pdf, American Sign Language, video and other formats so people with disabilities have equal access.
Over 30 years, Jody has hired 8 employees. Five of them or 63 percent have had disabilities. She hired the best people for the job. Their disabilities were a bonus not a barrier to employment.

Both Commissioners applauded her dedication to DRS and their clients.
involved. He is very policy-oriented and sticks to what policy states. He has been an asset to his unit.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 2022 AWARD
Commission Vice-Chair Wolfe recognized Executive Director Fruendt to present her 2022 Executive Director Award to Paula Nelson of the Finance Division.  In the December meeting the Human Resource’s staff was awarded the 2022 Executive Director Award for the exceptional efforts they put forward in the transition of the agency to Workday.  Paula Nelson was an integral part of this group and was accidently left off the group recognized in December.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CERTIFICATE OF APPPRECIATION
Executive Director Fruendt presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Keith Wilson, a VR Counselor in Tulsa.  He met with a client and his mother.  The mother was very emotional during the interview and upon leaving she discovered she had a flat tire.  Keith attempted to help with equipment he had, and the tire was too severely damaged.  He used his AA membership and waited until the tire was fixed.  The client was anxious for he thought he was going to miss a Christmas program with the Penguin Project.  He did not miss his Christmas program.  Mrs. Fruendt wanted to thank Keith for his service above and beyond the call of duty to make a difference in the lives of those whom we serve!

The Commissioners thanked Mr. Wilson for his sincerity and caring in assisting his client and mother.

Executive Director Fruendt also wanted to recognize several staff members for their help with the “great flood” on the 2nd floor.  This flood is the reason the Commission meeting was cancelled for the month of January.  There was about two inches of water on the 2nd floor.  There has been new carpet installed.  Those who came to take care of the flooded floor were Jonathan Woodward, Randy Weaver, Tom Patt, and his staff.  Also, James Mason, who was a member of Central Processing at the time, Susan Smith, Tommy Hay, Sarah Seabolt, and Herb Carson.   I also want to thank Warren Colbert who is head of maintenance for Landmark Towers.  He is always there to assist and gives tremendous help.

There was also a flood at OSD in the gymnasium and Read Hall.  The brand-new gymnasium floor buckled, yet there will be a new one replacing it.  Those helping with this flood were Matt Neal, Lynn Hickman, Ronnie Merrill, Marshal Griffith, Bryson Pruitt, Joe Mann, Heath Freeborn, and Shane Ramsey.  


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Melinda Fruendt, Executive Director.  Mrs. Fruendt introduced Dr. Heather Laine to the Commission and participants.  Dr. Laine is the new Superintendent at the Oklahoma School for the Deaf.   This is her first Commission meeting.  

PRIORITY GROUP UPDATE
Mrs. Fruendt announced Priority Group I is now opened.  She was very proud to announce this group is opened for all those with severe disabilities.  

MEETINGS
Mrs. Fruendt reported on her meetings for the months of December, January, and February.  She also announced Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) will be in our state office performing on-sight monitoring and reviews May 9 through 11, 2023. 

AGENCY ANNUAL REPORT
She further stated an error was discovered on vocational rehabilitation data for the annual report.  The annual report numbers and the legislative budget reports are being updated.  

VR ON-LINE SELF-REFFERAL/CUSTOMER PORTAL
Mrs. Fruendt reported the portal link was activated January 17th and as of 
February 1st there have been 22 individuals self-referred.  Mrs. Fruendt also thanked Dana for her assistance in getting the portal live.

PWDAD
Mrs. Fruendt reminded everyone about the people with Disability Awareness Day on March 7, 2023.

PROCESS IMPROVEMENT
She further explained the AWARE team is still working on the roll-out of the new on-line self-referral/customer portal.

CASE REVIEW
Mrs. Fruendt further reported the QA team is reviewing open cases.

PROGRAM STANDARDS, STATISTICAL RESEARCH
Mrs. Fruendt also reported the research team finalized and published the 2020 – 2022 Statewide Needs Assessment.

PRIORITY GROUP UPDATE
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Mark Kinnison, VR Director.  Mr. Kinnison reported all of Priority Group I has been released and currently there are nine hundred seventy-eight (978) in Group II and one hundred forty (140) in Group III, with a total of one thousand one hundred eighteen (1,118).



FINANCIAL STATUS
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Kevin Statham, Chief Financial Officer, who reported the Financial Status Reports for FY 2023 as of December 31, 2022.  

PERSONNEL ACTIVITY 
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Tom Patt, Human Resource Director, who reported on the personnel activity report as of December 31, 2022.  The activity report also has current FTE status.   Mr. Patt introduced Tammie Jones who has two new employees she wanted to introduce.  Mrs. Jones introduced Rehabilitation Technicians Debbie Bothroyd of Chickasha and Kim Tamagos of OLBPH.  

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Jennifer Hardin, Legislative Liaison.  Mrs. Hardin’s report had the DRS Request Bills, DRS Shell Bills, Education Bills, General Government Bills, OMES Bills, and Open Meeting/Records Bills.  Her report also included Bill Synopsis on HB 1040, Alternate Diploma and SB154, RSA Exemption.

SUCCESS STORY
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Trudy Mitchell, Oklahoma School for the Deaf Director of Student Life.  Mrs. Mitchell introduced OSD student Ashlei Miller.  Ashlei is from Ardmore and is a senior at OSD.  She was the official spokesperson for Deaf Awareness Week this last September.  Miss Miller said more people are becoming more knowledgeable and more interested in deaf culture in our community.  Ashlei uses American Sign Language (ASL) and she wants to educate as many people as she can aware of deaf individuals.  She was in a public school until the 5th grade.  At that time, she moved to OSD an said she feels more connected.  She is involved in sports, work, being with friends and doing anything she wants.  She represents OSD as the first official bison mascot at sports and community events.  She performed as the bison mascot at the Oklahoma City Thunder basketball game in April.  At this game she signed the national anthem with other OSD students.  Her role model is Lauren Ridloff, a deaf actress who portrayed Makkari, the first deaf superhero in Marvel Studio’s film “Eternals”.   Ashlei said it shows deaf students if she can do it, so can we.

She plans to attend Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C.  She wants to become a basketball coach and teach sign language at a deaf school or public school.  She also is interested in teaching about the deaf community and culture.

VOCATIONAL REHABLITATION DIVISION
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Mark Kinnison, VR Director.  Mr. Kinnison’s reported on the final production numbers for 2022; wages on successfully closed cases; meetings he attended; Business Services team; and Business Advisory Councils. 

OKLAHOMA REHABILITATION COUNCIL
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Carolina Colclasure, ORC Program Manager.   Ms. Colclasure reported on the following committees within ORC; Executive (they have 4 vacancies), Program and Planning, Policy and Legislative, Transition and Employment.  


OKLAHOMA STATE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Sidna Madden-Trimmell, SILC Executive Director.  In her report, Mrs. Madden-Trimmell gave updates on SILC’s monthly stakeholder meetings; National Association of Statewide Independent Living Councils (NASILC); Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living (APRIL); meetings she has attended; and new SILC board members.

ACTION ITEMS

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Commission Chair Wolfe asked for a motion and vote to approve the December 12, 2022, Commission for Rehabilitation Services regular Meeting Minutes.  
[bookmark: _Hlk84319314][bookmark: _Hlk58915906]Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to approve the December 12, 2022, minutes.   Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.
[bookmark: _Hlk98246975][bookmark: _Hlk65065395]
OKLAHOMA LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED DONATIONS
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Kevin Treese, OLBPH Program Manager.  He reviewed December 2022 OLBPH donation report.  Commission Chair Wolfe asked for a motion and vote to approve the OLBPH donations.    
Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to approve the December 2022 OLBPH donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND DONATIONS
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Rita Echelle, Superintendent of OSB.  She reviewed the December 2022 and January 2023 OSB donation report.  Commission Chair Wolfe asked for a motion and vote to approve the OSB donations.    
[bookmark: _Hlk66883612]Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to approve the December 2022 and January 2023 OSB donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF DONATIONS
Commission Chair Wolfe recognized Dr. Heather Laine, Superintendent of OSD.  She reviewed the December 2022 and January 2023 OSD donation report.  Commission Chair Wolfe asked for a motion and vote to approve the OSD donations.    
Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to approve the December 2022 and January 2023 OSD donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS
Commission Chair Wolfe asked if there was any New Business.  There was none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commission Vice-Chair Wolfe announced the date and location of next regular meeting of the Commission for Rehabilitation Services is March 13, 2023 at 10:30 a.m., DRS State office 3535 NW 58th Street, 2nd Floor Oklahoma City, OK 73112.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Commission Chair Wolfe asked if there were any public comments.  Jonathon Cook said there were none.  

ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Commissioner Hilliard and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to adjourn.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed


Respectfully submitted by Carol Brown, Commission Assistant
February 13, 2023
	
