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CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Commissioner Flannery.   Two Commissioners were in attendance; therefore, there was a quorum.  
 
PRESENT
Theresa Flannery, Commission Chair
Jace Wolfe, Commission Vice-Chair

ABSENT
Wes Hilliard, Commission Member

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
Carol Brown, Commission Assistant confirmed the Commission for Rehabilitation Services follows the Open Meetings Act.

                                                         REPORTS

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
Commissioner Flannery recognized Melinda Fruendt, Executive Director.  

Executive Director Fruendt had a Certificate of Appreciation to present, yet the individual could not be here today.  She did want to inform the Commission Jamie Stillion, a VR Specialist I, has been recognized as the 2022 Graduate Student of the Year by the National Council on Rehabilitation Education and NCRE Leadership Team.  Mrs. Fruendt will be presenting her certificate, later, at the Claremore VR office. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Commissioner Flannery recognized Melinda Fruendt, Executive Director.  Mrs. Fruendt’s report included remembrance of an OSD staff member Sheri Addington.  Ms. Addington was the Speech Language Pathologist.   Commissioner Flannery offered the Commission’s condolences.

Mrs. Fruendt continued with her participation in various meetings.  She stated the Process Improvement Section is continuing work with AWARE, case reviews, surveys, and program standards and statistical research.  

The Commission offered their support to staff in the agency’s continued work with surveys from clients as well as staff members.  Commissioner Flannery also voiced her concerns with the lack of priority the DRS on-line application is receiving from supporting agencies.  Mrs. Fruendt assured Commissioner Flannery DRS is actively working on this project.

PRIORITY GROUP UPDATE
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tracy Brigham, SBVI Director.  Ms. Brigham reported, as of February 25th, there have been no releases from the Priority Groups.  As of today, there are one hundred ninety-three (193), cases in Group I, two hundred ninety-seven (297), in Group II and thirty (30), in Group III, with a total of five hundred twenty. (520).  Ms. Brigham further stated they expect to release more cases later this month.  Release of cases is usually monthly, yet staff capacity has delayed these releases.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Commission Flannery recognized Kevin Statham, Chief Financial Officer, who reported the Financial Status Reports for FY 2022 as of February 28, 2022.  Commissioner Flannery asked if the Personnel budget included vacancies and Mr. Statham stated it did.  

PERSONNEL ACTIVITY 
Commissioner Flannery recognized April Story, Human Resources Programs Manager, who reported on the personnel activity report as of March 31, 2022.  The activity report also has current FTE status.  

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON REPORT
Commissioner Flannery recognized Jennifer Hardin, Legislative Liaison.  Ms. Hardin gave a report on DRS requested bills, DRS impact bills and DRS shell bills.  She stated there were 4,800 bills starting the session and as of March 24th there were 1,100 left.   She reviewed the DRS Request Bills HB 2328, HB 1711 and HB 1792, and gave an update on the status of each.  The Commission commended Ms. Hardin on her hard work and enthusiasm, on behalf of DRS with the legislature.   

SERVICES FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED REPORT
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tracy Brigham, SBVI Administrator.  Ms. Brigham noted to the Commission Jennifer Hardin had taken time to tour the OLBPH and the SBVI AT office at Shepherd Mall.  She said her staff was excited to teach her about their work areas and show off their office.  Tracy further discussed updates in field services; Business Services Program who is planning the 2022 Career Expo; Business Enterprises Program; OLBPH Services; Transition Program; and Division Administrator’s activity highlights. 

ACCESSIBLE INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS CENTER (AIM CENTER)
Commissioner Flannery recognized Pepper Watson, AIM Center Director.  The AIM Center is housed in the Oklahoma Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.  Ms. Watson explained the services provided are large print (LP) and braille (BR) textbooks as well as all type of adaptive equipment from student’s birth to 12th grade across Oklahoma.  The Center currently serves one thousand two hundred seventy-six (1,276) students in six hundred twenty-six (626) schools.  Ms. Watson delightfully described some of her interactions with the children she serves.  

COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
Commissioner Flannery recognized Jody Harlan, Communications Director.  Mrs. Harlan gave the statistics from the 27th People with Disabilities Awareness Day (PWDAD).  There were five hundred fifty-five (555) in attendance with sixty-five (65) exhibit tables.   She also reported on the new Communications Division Social Media Warriors.  This program continues to grow and share information on social media forums. 

ACTION ITEMS

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the March 14, 2022, Commission for Rehabilitation Services regular Meeting Minutes.  Commissioner Wolfe asked the month on the OSD donations be corrected to February.  Commission Assistant Brown said the correction will be made. 
[bookmark: _Hlk84319314][bookmark: _Hlk58915906]Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the corrected March 14, 2022, minutes.   Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

[bookmark: _Hlk65065395]DRS PROPOSED RATE INCREASE FOR DRIVER SERVICE
Commissioner Flannery recognized Kathy Lowry, Contracts and Purchasing Manager.  Ms. Lowry gave a review for discussion and a possible vote for the approval of a new rate per hour for Driver Services, as provided by the American with Disabilities Act (ADA).  This rate increase would also include travel reimbursement for approved mileage and travel expenses at the State Travel Reimbursement Act rate.  This proposed rate is $12.50 per hour.  The increase has been approved by the State Purchasing Director, pending approval by the DRS Commission.

[bookmark: _Hlk98247282]Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the DRS Rate Increase for Driver Service.
Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the DRS Rate Increase for Driver Service to $12.50 per hour.    Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

[bookmark: _Hlk98246975]OKLAHOMA LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSCALLY HANDIAPPED DONATIONS
Commissioner Flannery recognized Tracy Brigham, SBVI Director, reporting for Kevin Treese.  She reviewed the March 2022 OLBPH donation report for possible vote for approval.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the OLBPH March 2022 donations.    
Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the March 2022 OLBPH donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.



OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND DONATIONS
Commissioner Flannery recognized Rita Echelle, Superintendent of OSB.  She reviewed the March 2022 OSB donation report for possible vote for approval.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the OSB March 2022 donations.    
[bookmark: _Hlk66883612]Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the March 2022 OSB donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF DONATIONS
Commissioner Flannery recognized Chris Dvorak, Superintendent, who reviewed their March 2022 OSD donation report for possible vote for approval.  Commissioner Flannery asked for a possible vote to approve the OSD March 2022 donations.    
[bookmark: _Hlk81827954]Motion was made by Commissioner Flannery and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to approve the March 2022 OSD donations.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS
Commissioner Flannery asked if there was any New Business.  There was none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissioner Flannery announced the date and location of next regular meeting of the Commission for Rehabilitation Services:
Monday, May 9, 2022, at 10:30 a.m.
3535 NW 58th Street
2nd Floor
Oklahoma City, OK 73112

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Commissioner Flannery asked if there were any public comments.  Jonathon Cook said there were none.  

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Flannery asked for a vote to adjourn the meeting.
Motion was made by Commissioner Flannery and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to adjourn.  Both Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed


Respectfully submitted by Carol Brown, Assistant to the Commission 

	
