Oklahoma Commission for Rehabilitation Services
Department of Rehabilitation Services
In-Person and Videoconferencing
Commission Minutes
October 10, 2022

[bookmark: _Hlk86058628]
Theresa Flannery, Commission Chair
Jace Wolfe, Commission Vice-Chair 
Wes Hilliard, Commission Member
	
Sign Language Interpreters are provided for public accessibility

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Commission Chair Flannery.   All Commissioners were in attendance; therefore, there was a quorum.  
 
PRESENT
Theresa Flannery, Commission Chair
Jace Wolfe, Commission Vice-Chair
Wes Hilliard, Commission Member

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
Carol Brown, Commission Assistant confirmed the Commission for Rehabilitation Services follows the Open Meetings Act.

                                                         REPORTS

CERTIFICATES OF LONGEVITY
Commission Chair Flannery had one longevity Certificates to present today.  

Commission Chair Flannery recognized Anita Chappell for her 40 years of services.  Anita Chappell has been employed with the State of Oklahoma for 40 years.  Prior to working with the State of Oklahoma, Anita received her Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, Oklahoma.  Anita began her career with the State of Oklahoma as an Emergency Hire employee for the Oklahoma Department of Human Services in 1981 in the position of Support Staff.  Soon after, March 1982, she became a permanent State of Oklahoma employee through The Hissom Memorial Center in Sand Springs, Okla.  For four years Anita worked in the Hissom Memorial Center’s Department of Adjunctive Therapy as the first Secretary III.  After transferring from Adjunctive Therapy, she worked for 3 years as the Administrative Payroll Clerk, Support Staff for 2 Counselors and the Unit Manager for the hospital on the Hissom Memorial Center campus.  In 1989, during the transition following the closing of The Hissom Memorial Center, Anita transferred to Juvenile Services in Tulsa, Oklahoma as a Counselor Assistant for 7 years.  In 1996, Anita was offered the position to transfer to the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services as a Rehabilitation Technician III. She is still working at DRS in this capacity.  

Anita in her spare time, enjoys writing scripts for holiday themed plays and producing them. She has coordinated “Youth Celebrations,” Vacation Bible schools and enjoys singing in her present church adult choir, at Mt. Zion Baptist Church, the historical church that “Faith Built” in the Greenwood District of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Anita’s home is in Tulsa, Oklahoma with her husband Stephon G. Chappell for 29 years.  They have a host of nieces and nephews and 3 beautiful God children.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CERTIFICATES
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Executive Director Fruendt to present the Executive Director’s Certificates. 

Mrs. Fruendt recognized Jim Kettler.  I want to recognize Mr. Kettler for his work on the State Use Vendor Committee.  Jim has been DRS’s representative since 2014 and took this job very seriously. He believes very much in our consumers with disabilities in the state of Oklahoma and kept this at the forefront of this Committee.  Thank you again Jim for all the years you represented DRS.

The next person Mrs. Fruendt recognized is Paulette McNair.    Ms. McNair attended the Vocational Evaluation and Career Assessment for Professionals (VECAP) and received the Dick Omang Best Practices Award.  Ms. McNair has been a DRS vocational evaluator in southwest and central Oklahoma for over fifty years.  She is also instrumental in partnering in assisting with testing with Oklahoma tribal VR programs which include services to Comanche, Apache, Cheyenne Arapaho, Chickasaw, Delaware, Choctaw and Iowa tribes.  Vocational evaluations and career assessments are not easy to do.  Paulette you are a mainstay in DRS vocational evaluation profession in Oklahoma but have an impact nationally.  

Mrs. Fruendt then recognized Marsha Cole from the Oklahoma School for the Deaf.  Marsha took on additional responsibilities in the Human Resource area while there was a vacant position.  Marsha you always work to build both roles of being executive secretary to the superintendent and others on campus, as well as the HR role.  You always display a positive attitude and are committed to the support of OSD.  We appreciate your taking on these additional duties.  

Executive Director Fruendt mentioned Rachel McLemore in our Communications Division will be recognized by the Oklahoma City Mayor’s Committee on Disability Concerns with the Public Personnel Award. Congratulations Rachel.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Melinda Fruendt, Executive Director.  Mrs. Fruendt had an “In remembrance” of Carolyn Pendarvis.  Mrs. Pendarvis was a DRS Management Services employee in Property Management.

Meetings
The Executive Director continued her meeting’s schedule with staff, other state agencies and councils for September and early part of October.     

People with Disabilities Awareness Day (PWDAD) 2023
Communications is planning the 29th PWDAD for March 7, 2023.


AWARE Consumer Portal
AWARE is continuing its work with Alliance and OMES and the Portal is in the testing phase.

Process Improvement
The AWARE team has submitted the WIOA Annual Performance Report for PY 2021.  

Case Review
The team has developed a list of policy inconsistencies for submission to the Field Coordinators regarding the 101 training for Field Staff.

Program Standard, Statistical Research
The team is working on the report for the Statewide Needs Assessment.  

PRIORITY GROUP UPDATE
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Mark Kinnison, VR Director.  He reported on October 7th one hundred eleven (111) had been cleared of PG I and some from PG II.  As of today, PG I has 12, II has 915, and III has 102, for a total of 1029.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Kevin Statham, Chief Financial Officer, who reported the Financial Status Reports for FY 2022 and FY 2023 as of August 31, 2022.  

PERSONNEL ACTIVITY 
Commission Chair Flannery recognized April Story, for Tom Patt, Human Resource Director, who reported on the personnel activity report as of September 30, 2022.  The activity report also has current FTE status.  

SUCCESS STORY
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Christi Presgrove, VR Specialist, and Juliette Hulen, VR Assistive Technology Specialist.  They both have worked with our Success Story, Stephen Strickland.  Mr. Strickland is from McAlester and was born with Cerebral Palsy (CP).  Mr. Strickland was unable to find employment, but when a Workforce office staff member in McAlester suggested he check out Oklahomans for Independent Living, he went to work as a volunteer.  This position transitioned into a full-time job as an Independent Living Specialist, and he has been in the position for twenty-two (22) years.  Mr. Strickland further added that DRS did not help him get his job, but they helped him retain it.  DRS got him his first ultralight rigid-frame wheelchair.  Due to his CP, his body began to have severe physical issues making it difficult to drive, which he did by using his feet, not hand controls.  He needed to drive in order to keep his job.  DRS evaluated him and he was approved for all the equipment needed including a crane for his truck to pick up his wheelchair.  A video of this was shown in the meeting.  Mr. Strickland says he feel like a 16-year-old driving again.  

The Commissioners thanked Christi Presgrove and Juliette Hulen for their work and dedication to this client.

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Olivia Hook, Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) Statewide Transportation Coordinator.  Ms. Hook reported to the Commission on ODOT’s Mobility management Program.  This program has been in Oklahoma about a year.  Ms. Hook’s presentation focused on meeting community needs through the coordinated use of a variety of transportation providers.  

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION DIVISION
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Mark Kinnison, VR Director.  Mr. Kinnison’s said there are two new Program Managers.  They are Jeff Gaylor in the Ada, Durant and Ardmore area and Marsha Reed in the Muskogee area.  He also reported on updates in production, staff training, office relocations, new hires and meetings.  

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Rita Echelle, Interim Superintendent of OSD.  Mrs. Echelle reported enrollment is up and currently a large percentage of students are residential.  She also reported on instructional activities, OSD Outreach, OSD’s educational consultant’s assistance with public schools, student life and a contract with DHS to hire a school-based specialist for OSD.  

COMMUNICATION DIVISION
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Jody Harlan, Communications Director.  Mrs. Harlan reported on the division’s projects, attendance in numerous annual events, the revised QR coded handout to recruit applications, and the division’s social media activities.  

SERVICES FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED DIVISION
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Tracy Brigham, SBVI Director.  Mrs. Brigham reported on updates with field services, Business Services, Business Enterprise Program, Oklahoma Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Transition Services and the Director’s activities.

2022 COMMISSION AWARD
Commission Chair Flannery announced it is time for the annual 2022 Oklahoma Commission for Rehabilitation Services Award.   The Oklahoma Commission for Rehabilitation Services presents an annual employee performance recognition award to honor outstanding job performance and productivity within the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services.  Commission Chair Flannery presented the process for submitting nominations to the Commission.  There is a live link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/22OKDRSCommAward. 

This live link will be in the employee’s newsletter coming out the 11th.  Any questions, you may call or email Carol Brown at the Commission office.  

Nominations must be received by November 1st.  The award will be presented at the December Commission meeting.  


ACTION ITEMS

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Commission Chair Flannery asked for a motion and vote to approve the September 12, 2022, Commission for Rehabilitation Services regular Meeting Minutes. 
[bookmark: _Hlk84319314][bookmark: _Hlk58915906]Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Flannery to approve the September 12, 2022, minutes.   All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.
[bookmark: _Hlk98246975][bookmark: _Hlk65065395]
OKLAHOMA COMMISSION FOR REHABILITATION SERVICES 2023 CALENDAR
Commission Chair Flannery presented the 2023 draft Oklahoma Commission for Rehabilitation Services calendar for a possible motion and vote for approval. 
Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hilliard to approve the 2023 Oklahoma Commission for Rehabilitation Services Calendar.  All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSCALLY HANDIAPPED DONATIONS
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Kevin Treese, OLBPH Program Administrator. He reviewed the September 2022 OLBPH donation.  Commission Chair Flannery asked for a motion and vote to approve the OLBPH September 2022 donations.    
Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hilliard to approve the September 2022 OLBPH donations.  All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND DONATIONS
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Rita Echelle, Superintendent of OSB.  She reviewed the September 2022 OSB donation report.  Commission Chair Flannery asked for a motion and vote to approve the OSB September 2022 donations.    
[bookmark: _Hlk66883612]Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hilliard to approve the September 2022 OSB donations.  All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF DONATIONS
Commission Chair Flannery recognized Marsha Cole, Executive Assistant to the Interim Superintendent of OSD.  She reviewed the September 2022 OSD donation report.  Commission Chair Flannery asked for a motion and vote to approve the OSD September 2022 donations.    
Motion was made by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Hilliard to approve the September 2022 OSB donations.  All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS TO THE OKLAHOMA COMMISSION FOR REHABILITATION SERVICES
Commission Chair Flannery asked for nominations for the Chair and Vice Chair of the Oklahoma Commission for Rehabilitation Services.  
Motion was made by Commission Chair Flannery and seconded by Commissioner Hilliard to nominate Commission Vice-Chair Wolfe for Commission Chair and Commissioner Hilliard for Commission Vice-Chair.  All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

VOTE TO CONVENE TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Commission Chair Flannery asked for a motion and vote to convene into an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the salary and performance review of the Executive Director and Commission Assistant, pursuant to 25 O.S. § 307(B)(1). 
Motion was made by Commission Chair Flannery and seconded by Commissioner Hilliard to convene into an Executive Session.  All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

VOTE TO RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION
Commission Chair Flannery asked for a motion to reconvene into regular session.
Motion was made by Commission Chair Flannery and seconded by Commissioner Hilliard to convene into Regular Session.  All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON MATTERS DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion was made by Commission Chair Flannery and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to increase the Executive Director’s position by 10% retroactive July 1, 2022.  All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS
Commission Chair Flannery asked if there was any New Business.  There was none.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commission Chair Flannery announced the date and location of next regular meeting of the Commission for Rehabilitation Services is Monday, November 14, 2022, at 10:30 a.m., DRS State office 3535 NW 58th Street, 2nd Floor Oklahoma City, OK 73112.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Commission Chair Flannery asked if there were any public comments.  Jonathon Cook said there were none.  

ADJOURNMENT
Commission Chair Flannery asked for a vote to adjourn the meeting.
Motion was made by Commission Chair Flannery and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to adjourn.  All three Commissioners voted in the affirmative.  Motion passed


Respectfully submitted by Carol Brown, Commission Assistant


	
