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In Remembrance
Patricia “Pat” Baldwin, an Oklahoma School for the Deaf retired teacher, guidance counselor and administrator for 37 years, passed away. Ms. Baldwin retired several years ago. She also served as Oklahoma Education Association president and Oklahoma Board of Mental Health president.

Executive
October
11 – State Suppliers Expo
12 – State Department of Education, Special Education hosted a meeting regarding an Oklahoma Alternate Diploma.  
14 – National White Cane Safety Day, walk around downtown OKC to educate on this important message.
17 – Meeting with Secretary Justin Brown.
19-21 – State of the Art Conference in Syracuse, New York.
24 – Oklahoma School for the Blind presentation of certificates and meet with school E-Team.
26 – Presented a Welcome at the Governor’s Disability Employment Awards.
29-Nov 2 – Council of State Administrator’s for Vocational Rehabilitation (CSAVR) Fall Conference in San Antonio, Texas.  Including the Leadership Forum, Director’s Forum, and Conference.

November
3 – Preparation meeting for Senate HHS Pre-Budget Meeting.
4 – Human Services Cabinet meeting.
7 – Senate HHS Pre-Budget Meeting.

Direct Report Performance meetings in November and December.

Congratulations to two staff members for completing the Certified Public Manager cohort.  

Tonya Garman, Executive Coordinator, Executive Division, chose a capstone project entitled ‘Striving to Close the Communication Gap’.

Jennifer Thornton-Johnson, Deputy Administrator, Disability Determination Services, chose a capstone project entitled ‘Employee Burnout and Telework’.


People with Disability Awareness Day 2023 – Jody Harlan
The Communications Team is planning the 29th People with Disabilities Awareness Day. Over the years, 12,988 Oklahomans have attended our annual event. Please mark your calendars for March 7, 2023.

Process Improvement – Lyuda Polyun
AWARE
The Team is seeking assistance from Alliance in completing the final work needed in order to complete the interface that will allow Pre-ETS entered by OU staff in the app developed by the University of Missouri, to be pulled into AWARE.

Case Review
The QA team is in the process of reviewing cases in OPEN status for the month of October for Federal compliance. Anticipate a review of 80 or more cases. 

Program Standards, Statistical Research
The data team is working on the mapping of school district-level IEP data from the State Department of Education.

The data team is working on visualizations of School Work Study data from AWARE.

The data team is reviewing the first draft of the Statewide Needs Assessment and working on report highlights and recommendations based on the findings.


Respectfully submitted by
Melinda Fruendt, Executive Director
